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Full Steam Ahead 
 

Down in the depths of Bugford you may 

occasionally hear a shrill whistle wafting through 

the air; it is nothing to worry about, probably just 

Dave Carder and his miniature steam engines. 

 

Dave has engineering in his blood having moved 

away from native North Devon in the 1960's for 

an apprenticeship in Gloucestershire before 

returning “home” 15 years later to work in local 

engineering workshops. In his spare time Dave 

helped out with local steam and diesel 

locomotives and in the late 90’s, along with wife 

Sue, took the plunge and launched Roanoke; a 

company dedicated to producing more than 60 

miniature railway locomotives, predominantly in 

the period between 1998 and 2011. 

 

 
Whilst recovering from a serious car accident in 

2001, Dave spotted a magazine article detailing 

an old Waterous traction engine in Australia. The 

inner engineer came bubbling back to the surface 

and Dave decided it would be fun to build a 6in 

scale version based around an old boiler he had 

sat in the corner of his workshop. 

 

With no drawings available the new project was 

constructed by eye; estimating dimensions from 

the old photographs and a large amount of gut 

feeling, “If it looks right, it probably is” Dave 

explains. With the exception of the boiler, most 

components were fabricated from scratch 

resulting in a 8’ 6” long engine weighing in at 

around a ton. 

Work started in 2002 with a target of attending 

the West of England Rally in 2005 and having  

 

 

 

 

 

completed just in time, Dave and Sue attained the 

crowning glory of winning the cup for best 

miniature in show 

 

 
Dave's latest “baby” which has been assembled in 

his Bugford workshop (again constructed without 

the aid of any drawings) is a 6” scale 

Westinghouse Steam Engine. The machine is a 

working model of the late 19th century engines 

used for threshing in North America during the 

transition from horses to machines. Now that 

Dave can fire up the boiler, he is in the process of 

refining the gears and hand-made control 

mechanisms and also adding creature 

comforts...such as a seat. 

If you want to know more about these wonders of 

engineering either contact Dave or look at some 

of the videos on Youtube - 6” scale westinghouse 

steam engine. 
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Well we are into August already; can you believe 

it?  The weather is just about holding out and the 

area once again has the buzz provided by our 

annual influx of tourists. Whilst the holiday 

makers certainly are a boost for the local 

economy, it is a reminder that we all need to 

remain extra vigilant in our journey through the 

covid19 crisis. Stay safe everybody and enjoy the 

summer. 

 

If you wish to contact us by e mail or would like 

to be included on our circulation for our monthly 

newsletter and regular Council updates during the 

crisis, please e mail us your contact details (name, 

email and address) eastdownnews@yahoo.com.  

Happy 90th birthday Joyce  

Joyce Gooding would like to thank all those who 

sent birthday cards, flowers and gifts on her 

90th birthday. 

She would also like to thank Sally and Mike for a 

little surprise every other Tuesday morning since 

lock down. 

Finally, Joyce would also like to thank Odette for 

making her birthday the best that could be done 

under lock down. Joyce had morning tea and 

coffee with friends and neighbours on her lawn it 

was the first time she had seen her neighbours for 

12 weeks. 

 

The Sweetings Charity               
The Sweetings Charity originates from a gift of 

Property to the parishes of East Down and 

Arlington by former Vicar Revd Trevelyan 

Sweeting. It uses grants to assist solely the 

organisations and residents of these two villages 

in charitable and religious activities and 

endeavours. 

With new school and university terms just 

around the corner, the Sweetings Charity is 

once again offering youngsters from the 

villages of East Down and Arlington financial 

assistance to acquire books for study purposes. 

For further information on the book purchase 

offer or anything related to the Sweetings 

Charity, please contact James Stout 01271 

850457 or Ray Thomas 01271 850464 

Church News 

Message from Rev Rosie Austin 

Our virtual services continue and the joining 

details are circulated weekly. 

The return to Sunday worship remains under 

review, especially as Government guidance 

continues to change rapidly. 

 

We now have Shirwell church opening for private 

prayer on a Friday between 8.30am and 6.30pm - 

and Bratton Fleming between 2pm and 5pm, and 

all are welcome to use this time to sit and pray or 

reflect within the church building. 

 

A huge thank you to Jenny and Jerry, Viviane, 

Nerys, Sian and Ana for opening their gardens in 

Kentisbury in fond memory of Margaret 

Purchase. These gardens are now 'closed' - we 

will let you know soon how much their kind 

efforts raised for the Hospice and for the church 

in Kentisbury. Thank you too for all who 

supported this. 

Rosie 

 

August 100 Club Draw 

The August 100 Club Draw has taken place and 

we are pleased to announce that this month’s 

winners are Sue and Alan Black with the runner 

up prize being scooped by Ruth Rogers. As usual, 

the winnings will be distributed in a safe manner. 

Just a reminder that August is our annual renewal 

month for membership. For those of us who pay 

by standing order, there is no need to do anything 

as your membership will automatically renew. If 

you pay by cash, Rod will be contacting you to 

discuss renewal and the option of transferring to 

standing order if you wish. We still have some 

spare numbers so if you fancy joining, for the 

sum of £12 a year you will be entered into our 

monthly draw with a first prize of £20 and £10 

for runner up. All proceeds go towards the 

running of the Village Hall so a big thank you to 

everybody who takes part, providing a valuable 

source of income in these difficult times. For 

more information, please contact Rod Crossman 

850704 or rodcrossman@hotmail.co.uk 

mailto:eastdownnews@yahoo.com
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fimages.clipartpanda.com%2Fbook-20clip-20art-dT6LxAaT9.jpeg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartpanda.com%2Fcategories%2Fstack-of-books-clipart&docid=mjm_tPlhokF_rM&tbnid=RsJKAn2zdFgEKM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwjk-8Tr4JHmAhWIN8AKHdtSAB8QMwhsKAAwAA..i&w=1754&h=1240&bih=655&biw=1366&q=pile%20of%20books%20clipart&ved=0ahUKEwjk-8Tr4JHmAhWIN8AKHdtSAB8QMwhsKAAwAA&iact=mrc&uact=8
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Mobile Library Service  

July heralded the re-launch of the Devon mobile 

library which visited the Pyne Arms on Tuesday 

28th. The new "Choose and Collect" service 

which is designed to keep staff and customers 

safe is now up and running. If you opt for a 

Choose & Collect delivery library staff will ask 

you about your reading likes and dislikes and 

select up to 5 books for you based on your 

preferences. The books will be issued to your 

library card, placed in a bag, and you simply 

collect them from your regular stop. 

 

Always up for a new experience, off we popped 

to give it a go. It worked very smoothly, the good 

lady wife specifying in advance the books she 

would like to receive whilst I opted for a random 

selection of books based on my reading choices 

in the past. We just arrived at the library bus and 

picked up the bags containing our books, simple - 

you really should try it. 

You can contact the library service by 

email tiverton.library@librariesunlimited.org.uk 

or calling 01884 244644 during their normal 

opening hours. 

They are currently working through their records 

and calling as many customers as they can to 

offer this service. If you have not heard from 

them a week before the next timetabled visit and 

would like a Choose & Collect delivery, please 

contact Tiverton Library by email. Remember to 

tell library staff you are a customer of the mobile 

library and which stop you use when you get in 

touch.  

New customers are also welcome. Please contact 

Tiverton Library to set up a new mobile library 

membership, and they will endeavour to deliver 

to you too. You do need a mobile library card 

even if you are already a member of a library 

without wheels.  

Mobile Library Assistant Kate is very glad to be 

out on the road again serving her customers. She 

hopes to be able to allow readers safely back on 

the mobile library to choose for themselves in the 

not too distant future.  

 

The next visiting dates for your diary are 

between 10.15am and 10.40am on the 25th 

August and 22nd September. 

 

Local Businesses 

Our three local businesses continue to provide 

support through the crisis. 

 

Pyne Arms 

The Pyne Arms takeaway service has proved a 

huge hit over recent weeks and the pub is now 

once again open offering both food and drink 

with reduced seating to ensure safety. For the 

latest menus and opening information either 

check out the Facebook page or give them a ring 

on 01271 850055. 

 

Sandpark Service Station 

“Camps” are offering deliveries to the elderly and 

vulnerable. 

Call Will Camp on 01271 883320. Opening 

hours: 

• Mon, Wed, Thurs and Fri 8.45am to 5.30pm • 

Tues and sat 8.45 to 1pm 

• Sun 10am to 12noon 

 

Besshill farm shop 

01271 850311. besshillfarmshop.co.uk 

The shop at Arlington is now open once again, 

for more information on opening times and 

availability of delivery services, please refer to 

the Facebook page. 

 

Charlie Dixon 

Counselling & 
Psychotherapy 

Approachable, relaxed counsellor providing 
reassuring support & solutions to your 

problems. 

Based in Kentisbury, offering flexible 
appointments, including evenings. 

Free introductory appointment. 

Please get in touch to discuss how I can help 
you on: 

07870 281356 

charliedixoncounselling@hotmail.com 

www.charliedixoncounselling.co.uk 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fclipart-library.com%2Fnewimages%2Fbook-clip-art-24.png&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fclipart-library.com%2Fbook-clip-art.html&docid=piDAq9MOIr2WOM&tbnid=yTZKaKWNXIB7UM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwiyyuWi2r_lAhVeAWMBHSSVA3kQMwjGAShUMFQ..i&w=1536&h=1323&bih=655&biw=1366&q=cartoon%20pile%20of%20books&ved=0ahUKEwiyyuWi2r_lAhVeAWMBHSSVA3kQMwjGAShUMFQ&iact=mrc&uact=8
http://besshillfarmshop.co.uk/
mailto:charliedixoncounselling@hotmail.com
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2020 Scarecrow Competition  

 
This year’s East Down scarecrow competition 

will run from Saturday 15th August through to 

Monday 31st August. 

 

Entry forms have been circulated by e mail but 

can also be collected from the egg box at School 

Farm., 

email: ali_inthevalley@yahoo.co.uk, Telephone: 

01271 850298. 

This year’s entry fee is £5 with all proceeds going 

to Devon Air Ambulance. 

 

 

Results to be announced once the public votes 

have closed on Monday 31st August. PRIZE FOR 

THE BEST SCARECROW Winning Scarecrow 

will be decided by combining the scores from the 

Official Scarecrow Judge and the “Scarecrow 

Trail” votes. 

 

First Prize £25, Second Prize £15 and Third Prize 

£5 Profits raised from the Scarecrow Competition 

to be donated to The Devon Air Ambulance 

Winners will be announced after the public vote 

closes on Monday 31st August  

 

RULES 

1. Anyone is welcome to enter the scarecrow 

competition! 

2. All scarecrows must be displayed within the 

boundary of East Down Parish—if you live 

outside of the parish there is space available at the 

Village Hall and the Village Green which will be 

allocated on a first come, first served basis. 

3. Your scarecrow must be placed on private 

property (with the property owner’s permission) 

and maintained in good condition throughout the 

competition period. Please note your scarecrow 

should be positioned so that it is unnecessary for 

the public to access your property in order to 

view it. 

4. Scarecrows must be in a safe place and clearly 

visible from outside of your property by 9am 

Saturday 15th August—please note judges, may 

wish to inspect your scarecrow. 

5. Scarecrows must not be removed before 6pm, 

Monday 31st August. It is the entrant’s 

responsibility to remove scarecrows. Any 

scarecrows displayed in allocated points must be 

removed by Tuesday 1st September. 

6. Your scarecrow must be no larger than 2 

meters wide x 2 metres tall. 

7. Your scarecrow must be ‘in good taste’ and 

suitable for a family event. 

8. Your scarecrow must be able to withstand all 

weather conditions. They must also be secured in 

a manner that they will not blow away and will 

not otherwise be a danger to or possibly cause 

injury to anyone. The judges will be looking for a 

strong construction that will stand up to the 

weather. 

9. You can use any materials you like to build 

your scarecrow, there are no restrictions – with 

just one exception: pre-moulded or commercially 

available face masks ARE NOT permitted. 

10. Creativity and originality – judges will be 

looking for scarecrows with that little bit extra, it 

may be the materials used, the way the scarecrow 

has been made, how the scarecrow is displayed, 

or simply a fantastic idea that catches the judge’s 

eye. 

11. The winners will be chosen through a 

combination of judges scoring and public vote. 

Points will be awarded for construction and 

design. 

12. Please note that in these strange times, the 

latest Co-vid 19 Government guidelines must be 

adhered to. 

 

View the Scarecrows and Vote to help decide on 

the best Scarecrow. Forms for the trail available 

for £1 from the Egg Box at School Farm, East 

Down (next door to the Village Hall) Results to 

be announced once the public votes have closed 

on Monday 31st August. 

 

PLEASE ENSURE YOU FOLLOW THE 

LATEST COVID GOVERNMENT 

GUIDELINES WHILST ENJOYING THE 

SCARECROWS. 

Last year’s entrants are shown on the next 

page, please note that this year: pre-moulded or 

commercially available face masks ARE NOT 

permitted. 
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        1st Place 

 

    

 

          3rd Place 

 

    

 

         2nd Place 

 

The 2019 

Scarecrows 


