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Some of you may recall last year we enjoyed a 

festive challenge of identifying our “no longer so 

young” farmers from their cherubic pictures. This 

year it is the turn of the wives; and what a bonny 

lot they are. Sadly, due to restrictions we have 

only been able to collect a few so for those 

farmer’s wives out there not featured you may 

have got away with it this time but we know 

where you are next time.  

Answers on page 7.  

 

 (A)  

 

        (B)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     (C)  

 

 (D)  

 

 (E)  

East Down and Arlington Newsletter  

Merry Christmas to one and all!  December 2020 
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Well that was an interesting year wasn't it? It 

seems an absolute lifetime ago that we let our hair 

down to celebrate the leap year during our "Spare 

Day Celebration" on the 29th February.  

 

 
 

Much has happened since then and we have all 

had to endure one of the most testing times we 

can remember. It has been really pleasing to see 

how everybody has stuck by the "rules" and we 

have heard many examples of people pulling 

together and helping their family, friends and 

neighbours. As the end of the year approaches, it 

looks like there may be light at the end of the 

tunnel and we might not be so far away from 

spending time with family and friends once again 

during 2021. 

 
We wish everyone a safe and relaxing Christmas 

and lets all look forward to a healthy, happy and 

prosperous New Year. 

 

East Down Church 

As you will see from the following unfortunately, we 

aren't able to hold either the planned Carol Service or 

the Christmas Holy Communion service due to the 

Coronavirus restrictions. It will be possible for you to 

attend midnight mass from 10.00 p.m. at Challacombe 

Church but please contact them if you plan to attend 

as numbers will be limited. 

 

We will be holding a quiet Service of Reflection at 

East Down Church on Sunday 20th December at 

11.15 a.m. We will still have carols to listen to and 

some readings. 

 

The Church will be decorated but unfortunately, we 

will not be able to provide refreshments. Here's 

looking forward to next year. 

Julie Kift 

 

East Down Church 

 

 
 

Hi all, 

 

After some waiting for Government guidelines, 

please find (at the end of this newsletter) this new 

version of our December rota. We are permitted 

in-person services again, but the number of 

services is reduced from previously as we remain 

cautious. As we are in tier two, we can still hold 

services but we cannot mingle with anyone 

outside our household, or sing, and so these will 

by nature be quiet and reflective. 

 

The big change from the previous draft rota 

involves having the 'midnight' communion at 

Challacombe rather than Bratton as if we have it 

at either Bratton or Shirwell we would have to do 

a full 'covid clean' overnight. I'm not willing to do 

that, or ask anyone else to!! But we have to bear 

in mind that it is a small church building and 

numbers will be limited for this as for any of the 

in-person services shown. 

 

I hope that this is a rota which provides enough 

for those staying at home, those only connecting 

by telephone, and those who are only able to be 

present in person. The main services we will 

promote are the 3 online events - Christingle, 

Carol Service and Unrehearsed nativity - which 

are accessible for everyone who wants to join in 

from anywhere in the world, so you can invite 

your grandchildren and distant friends too. 

With best wishes 

 

Rosie 
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Village Hall Committee  
 

We have some changes to the Village Hall 

Committee to announce. 

 

Following just short of a decade of service, 

Alison Green has stood down from the position as 

Treasurer. We would like to thank Alison for all 

her dedicated efforts over the years. 

Ray Thomas has now taken over the role of 

Treasurer. In addition, we are pleased to 

announce two new members on the Committee. 

 

Janelle Edwards-Spear  

 

"My family (husband from the local area, son 

aged 8 and stepsons 23 and 20) and I have lived 

in East Down for 18 months, not that I’m 

counting, I don’t ever plan on leaving. 

 

 
 

I grew up on a dairy farm in Australia and have 

lived in many different cities and towns in 

Australia and the UK with the last 11 years being 

in Rock Park, Barnstaple. I guess I have now 

come full circle being back in a rural community. 

My happy place! 

 

Moving to East Down has been an absolute 

delight. I am so in love with the local area and 

feel a strong sense of community. Being a trustee 

of the village hall provides me with the 

opportunity to connect and give back, even if it is 

only a little - it means so much more for me.” 

 

 

Jane Holderness 

 

"I moved from Warwickshire in January 2019 

and have enjoyed settling in. When I was invited 

to join the committee, I leapt at the chance as I 

felt it was a good opportunity to support the local 

community. 

 

 
 

I have a small holding with a motley crew of 

animals, so I’m usually found outside either 

bemoaning the mud, or getting rained on. 

 

I really enjoy sea swimming (or more accurately 

bobbing around in the waves) and am looking 

forward to being more social locally when the 

current madness ends. 

 

I hope everyone is keeping well, and am looking 

forward to meeting in person soon". 

 

 

East Down Parish Website  

There is a lot of information about the village and 

its history, Parish Council information, details of 

footpaths and walks in the Parish, and much more 

on our website: www.eastdownparish.co.uk 

 

http://www.eastdownparish.co.uk/
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November 100 Club Draw 

It is that time of year again when we make 

the bumper Christmas 100 club draw. A 

huge thank you to Ray Thomas for 

stepping in and pulling out the magic 

numbers. 

Congratulations to Harley Stratton who is 

the winner of the £50 first prize. The 

second prize of £30 went to Sally Corfield 

with Steve Price picking up the £10 third 

spot. 

 

Thanks to everybody for their continued 

support to the 100 club draw which has 

proved a valuable source of income in this 

difficult year. We still have some spare 

numbers so if you fancy joining, for the 

sum of £12 a year you will be entered into 

our monthly draw with a first prize of £20 

and £10 for runner up. All proceeds go 

towards the running of the Village Hall. 

For more information, please contact Rod 

Crossman 850704  

or rodcrossman@hotmail.co.uk 

 

 

Mobile Library Service  

Next dates:  

Tuesday 15th December, 26th January 2021and 

23rd February 2021. 

If you miss the East Down slot, the library moves 

straight on to Kentisbury Village Hall for half an 

hour so it is not the end of the world if you are 

over running a tad and miss the East Down visit. 

The Sweetings Charity 
 

The Sweetings Charity originates from a Gift of 

Property to the parishes of East Down and 

Arlington by former Vicar Revd Trevelyan 

Sweeting. It uses grants to assist solely the 

organisations and residents of these two villages 

in charitable and religious activities and 

endeavours. 

 

With new school and university terms now 

underway, the Sweetings Charity is once again 

offering youngsters from the villages of East 

Down and Arlington financial assistance to 

acquire books for study purposes.  

 

For further information on the book purchase 

offer or anything related to the Sweetings 

Charity, please contact James Stout 01271 

850457 or Ray Thomas 01271 850464 

 

 
 

The Newsletter 

If you would like to send a photograph or an 

article or if you want to share a message or future 

event within the parishes of East Down and 

Arlington and surrounding villages please let us 

know by the 20th of each month.   Mike or Sally 

by e-mail eastdownnews@yahoo.com. 

 

If you are reading a paper version of the 

newsletter and would like to be included on our 

circulation for our monthly e-newsletter and 

regular Council updates during the crisis, please e 

mail us your contact details (name, e mail and 

address). 

 

January newsletter 

Please note, there will not be a Newsletter 

published in January as we will still be sleeping 

off Christmas food and drink. 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fimages.all-free-download.com%2Fimages%2Fgraphicthumb%2Fcartoon_santa_claus_04_hd_pictures_170073.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fall-free-download.com%2Ffree-photos%2Ffree-christmas-cartoon-images.html&docid=_D6hIXUGhqKvuM&tbnid=8SzcbkJZBihoMM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwii99Tr14rmAhXFuHEKHY8UDGMQMwhbKAAwAA..i&w=303&h=368&bih=655&biw=1366&q=cartoon%20christmas%20images%20free&ved=0ahUKEwii99Tr14rmAhXFuHEKHY8UDGMQMwhbKAAwAA&iact=mrc&uact=8
mailto:rodcrossman@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:eastdownnews@yahoo.com
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Many thanks to Carol and Ray Thomas our regular 

quizmasters for providing us with this Dingbat 

Christmas quiz. Can you work out the festive 

message in the words? 

Good luck Answers on page 7. 



Newsletter Page 6 December 2020 

Local Businesses 

The Pyne Arms 

 

 

The Pyne Arms will be re-opening for meals from 

Friday 4th December 5.00 p.m. As we are still in 

tier 2, the pub can accept same household/support 

bubbles and are asking people to follow the 

current government guidelines. All of the 

necessary safety measures are in place and the 

team can't wait to open their doors again. 

 

As well as opening up again, the Pyne continues 

with its popular takeaway service; providing 

meals on Friday and Saturday evenings and 

Sunday lunch. 

For more information on the latest menus, check 

out Facebook or give the guys a ring on 01271 

850055. 

 
 

Also, new this year, the Pyne is offering a 

Christmas Day lunch menu. Everything will be 

prepared for you; a full list of instructions will be 

given (extremely easy to do - no skills required). 

Collection will be available on Christmas Eve at a 

time that suits you. 

 

If you are self-isolating, we will deliver. More 

information will be available shortly on our 

website and Facebook page.  
 

There is already considerable interest so please 

contact the pub if interested. 

 

 
 

Thank you for your support, stay safe 

and have a fabulous Christmas. 

 

 

Sandpark Service Station 

“Camps” are offering deliveries to the elderly and 

vulnerable. 

Call Will Camp on 01271 883320. Opening 

hours: 

• Mon, Wed, Thurs and Fri 8.45am to 5.30pm • 

Tues and sat 8.45 to 1pm 

Please note that we will be closed for 4 days at 

Christmas: 25th, 26th, 27th and 28th December. 
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Besshill farm shop 

01271 850311. besshillfarmshop.co.uk 

For more information on opening times and 

availability of delivery services, please refer to 

the Facebook page. 

Christmas orders now being taken. 

Thank you for your continued custom and we 

look forward to seeing you all in the shop. 

 

Charlie Dixon 

Counselling & 
Psychotherapy 

Approachable, relaxed counsellor providing 
reassuring support & solutions to your 

problems. 

Based in Kentisbury, offering flexible 
appointments, including evenings. 

Free introductory appointment. 

Please get in touch to discuss how I can help 
you on: 

07870 281356 

charliedixoncounselling@hotmail.com 

www.charliedixoncounselling.co.uk 

 

Christmas Dingbat Answers   

 

 

 

 

Who were those farmer’s wives? 
A) Liz Smyth, B) Julie Kift, 

C) Mary Bowden, D) Brenda Bowden,  

E) Shirley Lerwill 

 

http://besshillfarmshop.co.uk/
mailto:charliedixoncounselling@hotmail.com
http://www.charliedixoncounselling.co.uk/
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fimage.shutterstock.com%2Fimage-vector%2Fchristmas-festive-holly-decoration-holiday-260nw-1188379906.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.shutterstock.com%2Fsearch%2Fchristmas%2Bholly&docid=I-pitkF04g_jJM&tbnid=sGCHkoiwEOSupM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwjio4_J3JHmAhWUEMAKHQpuCzwQMwiAASgJMAk..i&w=650&h=280&bih=655&biw=1366&q=holly%20christmas&ved=0ahUKEwjio4_J3JHmAhWUEMAKHQpuCzwQMwiAASgJMAk&iact=mrc&uact=8
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Shirwell Mission Community Service Rota - December 2020 

Date   Place   Time   Service type  Reading 1 

All month Bratton and Shirwell  OUTDOOR NATIVITY TRAILS laid out around villages  

Saturday 

5th Dec South West 7pm 

Online Carol Service – suitable for all the family to watch 

live online. YouTube and Facebook. 

www.southwestcarols.com  

 

Sunday  

6th Dec 

Telephone 10am Morning Worship (Sermon/Service posted out) 

Isaiah 40:1-11 

 

Mark 1:1-8 

Bratton Fl. & 

ZOOM 

11am 

 

Holy Communion (JOIN ONLINE IF YOU CAN, ONLY COME 

IN PERSON IF YOU CANNOT JOIN ANOTHER WAY)  

Meeting ID: 921 297 833 Passcode: 858252 

Loxhore 3pm Evening Prayer BCP 

ZOOM 4pm 
CHRISTINGLE SERVICE ONLINE for all ages 

Meeting ID: 861 4062 9955 Passcode: 522417 
 

South West 7pm 

Online Carol Service – suitable for all the family to watch 

live online. YouTube and Facebook. 

www.southwestcarols.com  

 

Sunday 

13th Dec 

Shirwell 9.30 Holy Communion  

Isaiah 61:1-4,8-

end 

 

John 1:6-8,19-28 

Telephone 10am Morning Worship (Service / Sermon posted out) 

ZOOM 11am 
Morning Worship  

Meeting ID: 921 297 833 Passcode: 858252 

Challacombe 11.15am  Holy Communion  

Sunday 

20th Dec 

Telephone 10am Morning Worship (Service / Sermon posted out) Romans 16:25-

end 

Luke 1:26-38 Bratton Fl. 11am Methodist Holy Communion Service (NO ZOOM)  

East Down 11.15am Quiet service of reflection with readings. Numbers limited. various 

Most 

churches 
2-5 

Open churches with decorations, background music and 

prayers (see posters) 
- 

ZOOM 6pm 

MISSION COMMUNITY CAROL SERVICE –  

A Carol Service you CAN sing along to!  

Meeting ID: 818 8274 9538 Passcode: 789139 

Various, readers 
from all churches  

Thursday 

24th Dec 

 

CHRISTMAS 

EVE 

ZOOM 4pm 

UNREHEARSED NATIVITY Online service for families 

A script sent out on the day – bring your own costume! 

Meeting ID: 886 9099 0192 Passcode: 097244 

 

Challacombe 10pm (Not Quite Midnight) Holy Communion 
Isaiah 52:7-10, 

John 1:1-14 

Friday  

25th Dec 

 

CHRISTMAS 

DAY 

Shirwell 9.30am Family Communion 

Isaiah 9:2-7 

 

Luke 2:1-14 

Loxhore 9.30am Family Communion 

Telephone 10am Morning Worship (Service / Sermon posted out) 

Bratton Fl. & 

ZOOM 
11am 

Family Communion  

Meeting ID: 921 297 833 Passcode: 858252 

Sunday 

27th Dec 

Telephone 10am Morning Worship (Service / Sermon posted out) 
1 John 1 

John 21:19b - 

end ZOOM 11am 
Morning Worship  

Meeting ID: 921 297 833 Passcode: 858252 

In person service which may change according to 

Government regulation or local risk assessment. 

In person but accessible online. 

Could change to online only.  

 

Online/telephone, 

unlikely to change. 
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