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Most of us know very little about bees apart from 

the gentle buzzing we hear whilst pottering 

around the garden. Beekeeping is very popular in 

the UK with over 40,000 people tending bee 

hives. We headed down the hill to our neighbours 

for a journey into the world of apiculturists. 

If you drive down Stonecombe Hill and see 

people wearing nuclear fallout suits, it’s probably 

Dennis and Shirley Lerwill at work; a beekeeping 

hobby they have enjoyed for 12 years. In 

exceptionally good years, their 2 hives produce 

up to 60lbs of honey affected by weather and 

what’s in blossom. 

 

Shirley attended a training course as it was 

something she had always fancied doing. She 

emerged with a basic understanding and 5 frames 

of live bees. Strangely Shirley doesn't like honey 

(must be a dressing up thing then) but does enjoy 

Dennis’s homemade honey and mustard dressing. 

You don't need a licence but it is a good idea to 

register with DEFRA who have established a 

"beebase" to provide advice and monitor the UK 

bee population. Setting up isn't exactly cheap as 

you require a hive, suit, gloves, hand tools and a 

smoker. As for the bees themselves, if you are 

lucky you can acquire a swarm that has left a hive 

(you never actually own bees) but they are 

available to buy on line. Ongoing costs are low 

depending on weather, the health of the bees and 

how much honey you produce. 

Shirley explained that most of the bees in UK 

hives are descendants of Italian honey bees. A 

colony has a single queen, female worker bees  

 

 

 

and male drones. The queen lives and lays her 

eggs in the lower section (brood box), the next 

layer up (queen excluder) stops her travelling 

upwards but allows the other bees to tend to her. 

The main part of the hive (super box) is where the 

honey is stored. 

It is a fascinating process, the worker bees flying 

out to gather pollen and then producing four 

separate products; honey (their food source), 

beeswax (used to build the honeycombs), 

propolis (used to maintain the hive) and royal 

jelly (the only food consumed by the queen). The 

drone bees stay in the hive and exist only to mate 

with the queen. Shirley observes with a wry smile 

that "at the end of the season the drones are either 

killed off or driven from the hive as there is no 

point in feeding the men through the 

winter".....girl power!! 

The threat of bee stings is an occupational hazard 

but only really occurs when bees become upset. 

Dennis reckons that they are generally too busy to 

bother stinging and if you have been stung, likely 

as not it was a wasp. Thunder, high winds or 

muggy conditions can cause bees to become 

angry; conditions that prompt Dennis to 

recommend leaving hives to themselves for a 

while. A few people do suffer allergic reactions 

but on the whole, it is just local swelling that dies 

down after 48 hours. 

The season runs from March through to October 

with peak honey production occurring in August. 

If there is a lack of pollenating plants (June is 

notoriously sparse), the hive is fed with a mixture 

of sugar and water to keep energy levels up. A 

happy and healthy hive will only really need 

looking at on half a dozen occasions throughout a 

season. 

Would Shirley recommend keeping bees? Well 

yes of course. It might cost a bit to set up but the 

honey is very tasty (we can certainly vouch for 

that) and the bees play a vital role in the local eco 

system, pollinating just about everything you can 

think of.  

If you are buzzing after reading this (see what we 

did there?) then why not check it out on line or 

talk to somebody who keeps bees, it may just 

prove to be the pastime you were looking for. 
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Well the drop of rain that the gardeners were 

hoping for certainly arrived in June; everybody's 

garden has exploded into life and the hedgerows 

are overflowing with colour. Nature also appears 

to have kicked on with the first fledge of 

sparrows and blue tits competing for space with 

the woodpeckers on the feeders. Much to our 

delight, a pair of swallows have ventured up the 

hill to nest in one of our outbuildings for the first 

time and are now feeding their young as well. 

Living where we do, it is hard to believe we are 

in the middle of a pandemic but it is fantastic to 

hear how everybody has responded to the 

restrictions, supported tremendously by a 

combination of family, neighbours and friends. 

Although we have now finished with the 

Thursday applause for essential workers, we all 

continue to appreciate the efforts they are making 

to keep us all safe – Thank you. 

Just a reminder that if you are in need of support, 

we have a group of volunteers who are willing to 

help whether it is with shopping, prescriptions or 

even just a chat. 

Rod Crossman 850704 

Margaret Done 850432  

Mike and Sally Corfield 889051  

Ray and Carol Thomas 850464  

Wendy and Phil Down 07947 656735  

Jamie and Ally Cook 850543  

Janelle Edwards-Spear 07791 073824  

If you wish to contact us by e mail or would like 

to be included on our circulation for our monthly 

newsletter and regular Council updates during the 

crisis, please e mail us your contact details (name, 

e mail and address) eastdownnews@yahoo.com.  

 

Happy 90th birthday Joyce  

The lovely Joyce Gooding turned 90 on 25th June. 

I was lucky enough to catch an early morning 

glimpse of her on the day in a beautiful floral 

dress before she entertained a few friends over a 

socially distanced morning cuppa.  

Congratulations and very best wishes to you 

Joyce, cheers  xx 

 

The Sweetings Charity 

The Sweetings Charity originates from a gift of 

Property to the parishes of East Down and 

Arlington by former Vicar Revd Trevelyan 

Sweeting. It uses grants to assist solely the 

organisations and residents of these two villages 

in charitable and religious activities and 

endeavours. For further information please 

contact James Stout 01271 850457 or Ray 

Thomas 01271 850464 

Church News 

Message from Rev Rosie Austin 

You will probably be aware of a statement earlier 

in the week from our Prime Minister announcing 

the opening of churches for gathered services 

once again, and for weddings. The Government 

guidance (at the time of writing this) has not yet 

followed this, and church guidelines are based on 

those only once they are published. However, we 

will not be rushing to restart our services as we 

know there are many people still shielding, or 

anxious about gathering. And so our online and 

telephone services and prayer meetings remain 

our focus for worship, and will do for quite a time 

to come. Please do feel free to try us out if you 

have not yet done so, or invite friends by passing 

on this email. 

We'll have our usual zoom coffee morning at 

11am on Monday, and Wednesday prayers - 

please speak to Martyn if you are interested in 

joining in with these, 01271 850844. 

Bratton Fleming church is now open for Saturday 

afternoons from 2pm to 5pm. Other churches may 

begin to open for short periods in the weeks to 

come but only when we consider it safe to do so 

with the necessary cleaning and other 

precautions.  

Our pastoral care for one another continues, I am 

sure you will consider who might not have had a 

phonecall in recent days and make time to talk 

and to pray for one another. Please continue to 

keep in prayer Dave Woolley, Jen Saunders, 

Jenny Bonds, Val Worms, Sylvia Sparkes, 

Marjorie Harding, Pat Sage, along with your 

neighbours and friends who may be unwell, 

anxious, alone or grieving at this time.  

I look forward to seeing your smiling faces or 

hearing your voices again tomorrow as we 

worship together.  

Blessings, Rosie 

mailto:eastdownnews@yahoo.com
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Message from Linda Watt - All Change 

at Northcote Manor Farm 

After 13 very happy and busy years, it is all 

change at Northcote as Jim, Linda, Lizzie, 

Andrew, Laura and Nick move out and on to new 

adventures - initially in Lower Loxhore where we 

will be renting a house for the next year - and 

then up to Surrey/Sussex to be closer to family 

and to Heathrow for Jim's many foreign trips. 

 

It seems like another lifetime since we moved to 

Northcote - the twins were only 4 and about to 

start school in Kentisbury and Nick was 2 and 

joined the pre-school in Kentisbury Village Hall. 

Lizzie had 1 year at Kentisbury before going on 

to Ilfracombe Academy. Now, Lizzie has finished 

university, the twins are half way through Sixth 

Form and Nick is in Year 10 - time has flown! 

 

We have really enjoyed our time here and, if I am 

allowed back into the village from Loxhore, I will 

carry on coming to the coffee mornings and the 

quiz nights so you won't get rid of me that 

easily!! Huge thanks to you all for being lovely 

neighbours - especially Pat and Peter Bunch who 

were such a help with handing over the business 

and Patrick and Julie - along with Nick and Coral. 

It will be strange not to be phoning Patrick at 7am 

to tell him that his sheep are out in the garden 

again! 

 

The new owners at Northcote will be: Keith and 

Gaynore Fletcher with their daughter Elizabeth 

and her husband Aidan Revie. Aidan will be 

running the holiday cottage business. They are 

really looking forward to making the move to 

North Devon. 

 

See you all soon and, if you fancy a cup of coffee 

in Loxhore we will be at Hebe House (next to the 

Methodist Chapel). Linda xx 

 

Mobile Library Service  

Kate and Tiverton Mobile Library will be back on 

the road bringing books to you from July 13th 

2020. The library will stop at the Pyne Arms car 

park between 10.15am and 10.40am on a Tuesday 

morning. 

The next three dates on the calendar are 28th 

July, 25th August and 22nd September. 

To make sure that customers and staff are safe, 

they will only be offering a new type of 

contactless service for the time being. It’s called 

Choose & Collect. If you opt for a Choose & 

Collect delivery library staff will ask you about 

your reading likes and dislikes and select up to 5 

books for you based on your preferences. The 

books will be issued to your library card, placed 

in a bag, and you simply collect them from your 

regular stop.  

 

They are currently working through their records 

and calling as many customers as they can to 

offer this service. If you have not heard from 

them a week before your timetabled visit and 

would like a Choose & Collect delivery, please 

contact Tiverton Library by email 

tiverton.library@librariesunlimited.org.uk or 

calling 01884 244644 during their normal 

opening hours. Remember to tell library staff you 

are a customer of the mobile library and which 

stop you use when you get in touch.  

 

New customers are also welcome. Please contact 

Tiverton Library to set up a new mobile library 

membership, and we will endeavour to deliver to 

you too. You do need a mobile library card even 

if you are already a member of a library without 

wheels. You can find an A-Z of where they visit 

and their timetable on their webpage 

devonlibraries.org.uk/web/arena/mobilelibraries  

 

Mobile Library Assistant Kate is very glad to be 

out on the road again serving her customers. She 

hopes to be able to allow readers safely back on 

the mobile library to choose for themselves in the 

not too distant future. In the meantime, please 

bear with library staff while they get used to this 

new way of working and follow the instructions 

when you arrive at your stop.  

 

To stay up to date with Mobile Library news 

follow their Facebook page 

facebook.com/devonmobilelibraries. To find out 

more about services and reopening plans at other 

libraries visit 

devonlibraries.org.uk/web/arena/coronav 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fclipart-library.com%2Fnewimages%2Fbook-clip-art-24.png&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fclipart-library.com%2Fbook-clip-art.html&docid=piDAq9MOIr2WOM&tbnid=yTZKaKWNXIB7UM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwiyyuWi2r_lAhVeAWMBHSSVA3kQMwjGAShUMFQ..i&w=1536&h=1323&bih=655&biw=1366&q=cartoon%20pile%20of%20books&ved=0ahUKEwiyyuWi2r_lAhVeAWMBHSSVA3kQMwjGAShUMFQ&iact=mrc&uact=8
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Kentisbury Open Gardens  

Jerry and I have been thinking about what we can 

do to pay tribute to Margaret Purchase and show 

our appreciation for the support she gave to the 

local community including Kentisbury Open 

Gardens. 

A group of us would like to invite people to come 

and see us for a catch up and stroll around our 

gardens. In return we're asking people to make a 

£5 donation which will be shared between St 

Thomas's Church and North Devon Hospice. 5 

gardens for £1 each - bargain! We also hope to 

have some plants for sale as well as some jams 

and chutneys. 

So please message us or call the garden owner to 

book your private open gardens visit (contact 

telephone numbers below). You'll need to contact 

the owner first to book a day/time and to ensure 

social distancing. Initially we envisage 1 

household at a time or 2 people from 2 different 

households. 

As most of you know, 3 gardens are in close 

proximity to each other in Patchole (Spring 

Cottage, Patchole Cottage and Little Cottage) so 

can be visited at the same time once you've made 

arrangements with either Nerys or Sian. 

 

 

We hope you'll agree that this venture will help 

us to reconnect with each other and provide a 

fitting tribute to Margaret. We hope to see you 

soon. 

Little Ley - Jenny and Jerry 01271 883175 

Beachborough - Viviane - 01271 882487 

Spring Cottage - Nerys - 01271 883340 

Patchole Cottage and Little Cottage - Sian and 

Ana - 01271 889132 

Jenny  

Marwood Gardens 

We have taken the following information from 

the Marwood website. 

We are very pleased to announce that the Garden 

and Walled Garden Nursery will open every 

Wednesday, Thursday and Friday from 

Wednesday June 17th onwards. However, 

unfortunately the Garden Tea Room will remain 

closed. 

Social distancing measures have been put in place 

to ensure staff and customer safety. 

Please read the following information for special 

opening times. 

• GARDENS 11am to 4:30pm (Wednesday, 

Thursday and Friday) 

• CAR PARK 10:30am to 5.00pm 

(Wednesday, Thursday and Friday) 

• WALLED GARDEN NURSERY 

11.00am to 3:00pm ((Wednesday, Thursday 

and Friday) 

• GARDEN TEAROOM CLOSED 

• ADMISSIONS HUT will be open and 

staffed by one of our volunteers 

• TOILETS two W/C’s will be open (one 

near the Tea Room and one in the garden) 

Please Note: Only card payments will be accepted 

in the Ticket Office and Walled Garden Nursery 

unless exact cash amount is provided  

For more information on the social distancing 

guidelines or access to the Wall Garden Nursery, 

please check out the website or contact the 

Gardens on info@marwoodhillgarden.co.uk if 

you have any questions. 

Arlington Court 

Again, the following is the latest advice from the 

website. Look on line for the latest information. 

The car park, Victorian Flower Garden, grounds 

and toilets at Arlington Court are now open. You 

will need to book tickets by 3pm the day before 

your visit. Members can book free, whilst non-

members will need to pay when booking. 

We will be releasing tickets every Friday. 

Please note we will be turning people away who 

arrive and haven't booked. 

We are looking forward to welcoming you back 

to Arlington Court, for the latest news visit 

nationaltrust.org.co.uk/ Arlington-court. 

mailto:info@marwoodhillgarden.co.uk
http://nationaltrust.org.co.uk/
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Parracombe Open Gardens 

Lockdown Style - Free Entry 

Visit gardens in a safe and controlled 

environment. Six gardens within Parracombe 

Village will be open for private visits throughout 

June and July 2020. All you need to do is contact 

the garden owner and book a time slot. Groups 

should comprise one household or two people 

from two different households to ensure social 

distancing. Plants for sale in some gardens. 

Donations will be gratefully received and any 

money raised will be split between Parracombe 

Community Trust and NHS Charities Together. 

We look forward to welcoming you! 

 

Participating gardens and contact details: 

Heddon Hall – Rare species, ferns, shrubs and 

trees all thrive in their spectacular valley setting. 

Contact Juliet de Falbe 07577 406238. 

The Summer House – A small garden carefully 

laid out with plenty in it. Contact Jane Keatley 

01598 763409. 

Little Close – Informal garden, developing as an 

orchard and wild meadow with the terraced area. 

Contact Julia Holtom 01598 763295. 

Paradise Villa – A south facing garden with far 

reaching views over the west side of Parracombe 

Contact Andy Full 07973 214834. 

Rock Cottage & Pottery – A combination of 

raised vegetable beds, lawn and flower beds. 

Contact Kevin & Val Green 01598 763516. 

South Hill House – Informal gardens set in 

gently sloping grounds beside the river Heddon. 

Contact Alison Smith 01598 763679. 

 

Orchardside – Sited on a steep slope, there is a 

selection of fruit, veg, ornamental shrubs. 

Contact Steve Cheetham 01598 763875. 

Laurel House – A small garden packed with 

successional planting and landscape features. 

Contact Lesley Brownlee 01598 763469. 

For more information on each garden visit 

Parracombe.org.uk. 

 

July 100 Club Draw 

The July 100 club draw has been conducted by 

this month’s celebrity guest.....Deborah Crocker. 

We are pleased to confirm that the July winner is 

Pat Bunch with Margaret Done picking up second 

place. Thanks Debs! As usual, the winnings will 

be distributed in a safe manner. 

Just a reminder that we are rapidly approaching 

August and the annual renewal of the 100 club 

membership. For those of us who pay by standing 

order, there is no need to do anything as your 

membership will automatically renew. If you pay 

by cash, Rod will be contacting you to discuss 

renewal and the option of transferring to standing 

order if you wish. 

We still have some spare numbers so if you fancy 

joining, for the princely sum of £12 a year you 

will be entered into our monthly draw with a first 

prize of £20 and £10 for runner up. 

All proceeds go towards the running of the 

Village Hall so a big thank you to everybody who 

takes part, providing a valuable source of income 

in these difficult times.  

For more information, please contact Rod 

Crossman 850704 or 

rodcrossman@hotmail.co.uk 

http://parracombe.org.uk/
mailto:rodcrossman@hotmail.co.uk
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2020 Scarecrow Competition  

 
Following last year’s successful launch, we are 

still planning to hold this year’s village scarecrow 

competition in August. 

Our aim is to create a bit of fun and raise as much 

money for charity as possible. 

With only just over a month to go, why not start 

planning your entry now, there are cash prizes 

and a trophy for the winner. We will issue a 

specific notice in the next few weeks confirming 

the details. 

 

Artwork 

Unfortunately, we don't have any artwork 

contributions to show you this month so we 

thought we would leave you with a thought from 

the irrepressible Spike Milligan. 

"Said Hamlet to Ophelia, I'll draw a sketch of 

thee. What pencil shall I use? 2B or not 2B?" 

 

Local Businesses 

Our three local businesses continue to provide 

support through the crisis. 

 

Pyne Arms 

The Pyne Arms takeaway service has proved a 

huge hit over recent weeks. The following update 

details the initial plans to re-open the pub, please 

refer to Facebook for the very latest update or for 

more information give them a ring on 01271 

850055. 

“Don’t forget we are opening our doors to the pub 

THIS SATURDAY 4th July; this will be a 

reduced menu and reduced seating.  

 

Takeaway service will continue throughout the 

year and for the moment the pub will only be 

open Friday and Saturday evenings, Saturday and 

Sunday lunches until we feel confident in the 

procedures we have been told to follow. We hope 

you are all well and hope to look forward to 

welcoming you soon” 

 

Sandpark Service Station 

“Camps” are offering deliveries to the elderly and 

vulnerable. 

Call Will Camp on 01271 883320. Opening 

hours: 

• Mon, Wed, Thurs and Fri 8.45am to 5.30pm • 

Tues and sat 8.45 to 1pm 

• Sun 10am to 12noon 

 

Besshill farm shop 

01271 850311. besshillfarmshop.co.uk 

Following a chat with the good folk at Besshill 

farm shop, the shop at Arlington is planning to re-

open on Monday 6th July. For more information 

on opening times and availability of delivery 

services, please refer to the Facebook page. 

 

Charlie Dixon 

Counselling & 
Psychotherapy 

Approachable, relaxed counsellor providing 
reassuring support & solutions to your 

problems. 

Based in Kentisbury, offering flexible 
appointments, including evenings. 

Free introductory appointment. 

Please get in touch to discuss how I can help 
you on: 

07870 281356 

charliedixoncounselling@hotmail.com 

www.charliedixoncounselling.co.uk 

 

 

 

http://besshillfarmshop.co.uk/
mailto:charliedixoncounselling@hotmail.com

