
 

 

 

Congratulations to Joan and Eric Homewood from Arlington who have recently celebrated 

their 65th Wedding Anniversary.  

Joan tells us “we were some of the earliest 'incomers; Eric and I had a celebration and a 

granddaughter in Canada produced this lovely idea for us. Would love to spread the idea”. 

I am sure you will agree with us that it really is a wonderful thoughtful gift for them to 

cherish.
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2020 Scarecrow Competition  

On the 15th August we all awoke to yet another 

downpour. Oh well, put the kettle on ready for a 

wet morning; unless you were one of the poor 

unfortunates who had entered this year’s 

scarecrow competition. Never mind just putting 

the kettle on, put the wellies, rain coats, 

waterproof trousers and hats on and then find 

another layer; why on earth had we not been as 

sensible as some other entrants and put our 

scarecrow up the night before? Well where would 

the fun be in that? 

 

Although this year entrants were small in number, 

they were big on ideas and quality doing the 

village proud, I am sure I heard one person saying 

“as good as Madame Tussaud’s”  

 

The route started up Churchill with the Dunham 

family’s “Hacking Out”. The jumping horse and 

rider proving to be a very effective traffic control 

measure; several people admitting to “jumping on 

the anchors” when passing the hedge. 

 

 
In the centre of the Village we had Phil and 

Alison’s “Yorkshire shepherdess” sporting 

decidedly Northern clothing (considering the 

weather) and standing guard over the entry form 

box with her two faithful dogs.  

 

At the Church “Geraldine Vicar of East Down 

Dibley” stood proudly by the gate; lovingly 

created by three generations of the Kift family 

and dressed by the Rev Rosie. Geraldine’s glossy 

black hair was actually a sheep fleece donated by 

Patrick once he had beautifully washed and styled 

it himself.  

 

 
 

Moving through the village, Victor Horne’s 

immaculate vegetable plot at Mowstage was this 

year tended by “Peter Rabbit and Mr McGregor”. 

This was show-stopping staged by Victor, Val 

and young Freddie. The envy of many a vegetable 

grower we now know the secret to keeping little 

rabbits out of your garden is to put a big cute two-

foot rabbit in a blue coat, give him the biggest 

carrot you can find to keep him happy and then 

make him the bouncer. 
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Up and over the hill, Dave and Sue’s “Bugford 

Reaper” looked very sinister with his glowing red 

eyes but was obviously rather relaxed and 

enjoying himself, with an eery grin and a can of 

beer in hand.  

 

 
 

Our journey ended at Stonecombe where the last 

two scarecrows had been sited.  Mike and Sally’s 

“Shrek” combated the sweeping rain with several 

coats of varnish and just along the hedge Nic and 

Rachels Plastic Free scarecrow posed with their 

covid mask at the ready, constructed entirely 

from plastic items washed up on Woolacombe 

Beach. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

This year’s celebrity judge was Emma Lerwill 

who is a long- time supporter of village activities 

and a keen member of the Village Produce Show 

Committee. Dodging the showers, Emma toured 

the route, awarding points for both construction 

and design. In the final reckoning the judge’s 

votes were added to those of the public to come 

up with our overall winner for 2020. 

 

 
 

We are pleased to announce that the winner and 

receiver of the East Down Scarecrow trophy is 

“Peter Rabbit and Mr McGregor” proudly created 

by Val, Victor and Freddie Horne. 

Runner up goes to Mike and Sally with “Shrek” 

and third place goes to the Dunham Family with 

“Hacking Out”. 

 

A big thank you to Alison Green for putting the 

time and effort into organising this year’s trail; to 

Emma for judging; to the good folk who took 

time to enter; to those who braved the weather to 

cast their votes and finally for all the incredibly 

generous donations which mean we have raised 

£250 for the Devon Air Ambulance. 
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It turned out to be a fairly damp old August but at 

least the outlook for September is promising. 

Autumn is very much knocking on the door; we 

are seeing the first signs of leaves changing 

colour and there is a noticeable temperature drop 

during our morning dog walks.  

 

 

With our tourist chums departing back up country 

and the children about to head back to school, we 

are entering the next phase of the Covid 

pandemic. It is important for everybody to remain 

vigilant and keep looking out for each other as we 

have all done since March. Take care everybody 

and stay safe. 

If you wish to contact us by email or would like 

to be included on our circulation for our monthly 

newsletter and regular Council updates during the 

crisis, please e mail us your contact details (name, 

email and address) eastdownnews@yahoo.com. 

Message from Rev Rosie Austin 

Each week we are circulating the weekly 

information relating to our church activities. 

These continue to be a combination of limited 

services in our churches with an option to join via 

“zoom” or separate telephone services. 

Following the bank holiday, the virtual Monday 

coffee mornings will continue. 

 

If you have been driving through East Down, you 

may have noticed a new (scarecrow) vicar 

'Geraldine, vicar of East Down Dibley'. Many 

thanks to Julie, Parker and Eva for creating her.  

Many of you enjoyed visiting gardens which were 

open in Kentisbury last month. Jenny Burnett 

writes: "An enormous thank you to everyone who 

supported Kentisbury Open Gardens during June 

and July. We raised an amazing £520 in tribute to 

Margaret Purchase. This will be shared between 

North Devon Hospice and St Thomas’s Church 

Kentisbury. Thank you again for your 

generosity." 

Rosie 

 

EAST DOWN CHURCH RE-OPENING 

After being forced to shut for months due to 

Covid 19, East Down church is now open again 

for private prayer. 

The church will not be cleaned on a regular basis 

so entry is at your own risk. Hand sanitiser is 

available in the church and we would ask you to 

use it when entering and leaving the building.  

The first service will be a short Harvest Festival 

Service to be held at East Down Church on 

Sunday 20th September at 4:30 p.m. A simple 

service is planned (no hymn singing allowed yet 

sadly) and there will need to be social distancing 

in the pews as well as masks being worn.  

We will take up a collection of food for donation 

to the Women’s Refuge as usual.  

The plan is to have a simple tea afterwards 

(potentially outside) but we are not yet able to 

provide refreshments so please bring your own 

flask and something to eat. 

As you can see, this will not be Harvest as in 

previous years but it will be the first chance to 

gather again in our lovely church and to give 

thanks for all our blessings. 

So that we have an idea of numbers please can 

you either contact Julie Kift or Linda Watt if you 

would like to attend the service on the following 

numbers: 

 

Julie – 01271 882691 

Linda – 07900 366291 

If you would like to come and help decorate the 

church for Harvest, we will be meeting on Friday 

18th September to clean and decorate and you are 

very welcome to join us. 

Hope to see everyone again soon.  
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Stay safe this summer 

 

               

The good lady wife it seems is not the only one to 

find herself in a watery situation this month. The 

beloved Nelly having dropped her noo noo (teddy 

bear) into Dennis’s pond helped mummy retrieve 

it by giving a big nudge just to make sure she 

made it properly into the watery depths. 

Elsewhere we hear that a poor unfortunate soul 

stepped backwards into their pond resulting in a 

speedy change of clothing but only after first 

checking their beloved fish had survived the 

shock. 

 

Following the recent cutting of electric garden 

wires in East Down, over in Muddiford it was the 

turn of the male of the species to but a little more 

spark into their lives. Armoured cable may be 

good stuff but it is no match for an over-zealous 

hedge trimmer. 

 

And finally, if you are going to give the garden 

plants a good watering it might be a neighbourly 

thing to check that no-one is sat on the other side. 

 

 

Mobile Library Service  

As reported last month, the mobile library service 

is very much back up and running. In August, 

operating the new “choose and collect” service, 

Kate turned up in a very sleek black transit to 

pass out our chosen books. 

In September we are back to the mobile library 

bus with visitors being allowed on board one at a 

time. 

If you haven’t signed up to the mobile library and 

you are still limiting your trips out, why not join 

for an easy and safe way to receive your books 

each month. It is really quick and straightforward, 

just contact the library service by 

email Tiverton.library@librariesunlimited.org.uk 

or calling 01884 244644 during their normal 

opening hours; they will happily talk you through 

the process. 

 

The next visiting date for your diary is between 

10.15am and 10.40am on the 22nd September. 

 

 

The Sweetings Charity               

The Sweetings Charity originates from a Gift of 

Property to the parishes of East Down and 

Arlington by former Vicar Revd Trevelyan 

Sweeting. It uses grants to assist solely the 

organisations and residents of these two villages 

in charitable and religious activities and 

endeavours. 

With new school and university terms about to 

start, the Sweetings Charity is once again offering 

youngsters from the villages of East Down and 

Arlington financial assistance to acquire books 

for study purposes.  

For further information on the book purchase 

offer or anything related to the Sweetings 

Charity, please contact James Stout 01271 

850457 or Ray Thomas 01271 850464 

 

 Oh dear, some of us 

have been at it again! 
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September 100 Club Draw 

We welcome some more new entrants into the 

100-club draw (thank you all for joining in) and 

the September draw has now taken place. We are 

pleased to announce that this month’s winners are 

Alison and Phil Green with the runners up prize 

going to Pat and Peter Bunch. As usual the 

winnings have been distributed in a safe manner. 

We still have some spare numbers so if you fancy 

joining, for the sum of £12 a year you will be 

entered into our monthly draw with a first prize of 

£20 and £10 for runner up. All proceeds go 

towards the running of the Village Hall so a big 

thank you to everybody who takes part, providing 

a valuable source of income in these difficult 

times. For more information, please contact Rod 

Crossman 850704 

or rodcrossman@hotmail.co.uk 

Local Businesses 

Our three local businesses continue to provide 

support through the crisis. 

Pyne Arms 

The Pyne Arms has been incredibly busy over 

recent weeks both in the pub itself and also 

through their very popular takeaway service. In 

recognition of their efforts to keep the business 

running and providing support to the local 

community, the Pyne have been shortlisted in the 

Great British Pub Awards under the category of 

Business Continuity. Voting has now closed with 

the results due to be announced on the 24th 

September .... good luck !! 

 

Amie and Ellis are thrilled with the response they 

have received “Thank you everyone; it certainly 

has been absolutely amazing support we have had 

throughout the whole of lockdown. So lucky to 

have so many loyal customers and friends, we 

have the best customers you could ever wish for”. 

 

As we move towards autumn, the pub is returning 

to its full weekend takeaway menu again. The 

service will start from the 4th September, 

covering Friday and Saturday nights and Sunday 

lunch. The pub will continue to be open for 

normal business (closed Mondays) but will not be 

serving midweek lunches. 

For more information on opening times or to look 

at the latest menus, check out Facebook or give 

the guys a ring on 01271 850055. 

 

Both Besshill Farm Shop and Sandpark Service 

Station are operating pretty much as normal again 

and continue to be thankful for all the local 

support. Just remember when visiting to wear 

your face coverings and look out for any local 

rules that may be in place. 

 

Sandpark Service Station 

“Camps” are offering deliveries to the elderly and 

vulnerable. 

Call Will Camp on 01271 883320. Opening 

hours: 

• Mon, Wed, Thurs and Fri 8.45am to 5.30pm • 

Tues and sat 8.45 to 1pm 

Besshill farm shop 

01271 850311. besshillfarmshop.co.uk 

For more information on opening times and 

availability of delivery services, please refer to 

the Facebook page. 

 

Charlie Dixon 

Counselling & 

Psychotherapy 

Approachable, relaxed counsellor providing 

reassuring support & solutions to your 

problems. 

Based in Kentisbury, offering flexible 

appointments, including evenings. 

Free introductory appointment. 

Please get in touch to discuss how I can help 

you on: 

07870 281356 

charliedixoncounselling@hotmail.com 

www.charliedixoncounselling.co.uk 


