
 
 
 

Minutes of East Down Parish Council Meeting 
at 8.00 p.m. on Monday 20th April 2015 at East Down Village Hall 

 
 

Attendance: Cllr. R. Tarr (Chair), Cllr Mrs E. Kempf, Cllr. M. Wright, District Cllr. Mr J. Tucker, 

and Mrs M. Done (Clerk). 

 

Cllr. Mr Richard Tarr welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

 

 

1. Apologies: Cllrs. Mr. K. Phillips, Mr R. Fry, and County Cllr. Ms A. Davis 

 

2. Declarations of Interest/Dispensations. Cllr. M. Wright declared an Interest in Item 7 

Planning application 59033 for which he had a dispensation and signed the Declaration of Interests 

book. 

 

3. Public Participation. Mrs P. Shaw, Mrs R. Baxter, Mrs R. Masteika, Mr. M. Smith, Mr K. 

Eaton, Mr R. Crossman, Mrs G. Wright, Mrs M. Smith, Mrs A. Mant and Mr. M. Mant. 

 

The Chairman invited the members of the public to comment on items on the agenda having 

informed them of the three minute rule. The agenda item that the parishioners were attending to 

discuss was Item 7, Planning Application 59033.  

The concerns raised were as previously raised relating to the proposed application of a wind turbine 

at Honeywell Farm with the following additions: 

���� The compulsory community consultation had not covered all the affected residents and no 

conclusion announced; 

���� The proposed turbine has been moved closer to East Down residents;  

���� Solar panels sufficient for 50 average sized homes have been installed thus negating the 

suggested justification for this turbine; 

���� The turbine would still be detrimental to the landscape; 

���� One resident queried how many times a minutely amended application can be submitted.  

 

A vote was taken and all 10 members of the public were against the application. No one was in 

favour. It was also noted that the applicant was not present. 

 

With approval of the Council it was agreed to bring forward Item 7. 

 

7. Planning Application 59033. Erection of one wind turbine with tower hub height of 36.6m 

& a blade tip height of 46.3m with associated works including cable run at Honeywell Farm, 

Muddiford, Barnstaple grid ref. 256933;140771. 

 

Councillors discussed this application and noted that although overall height of the turbine was 

smaller, the hub is taller and the location is closer to East Down residents. A proposal to recommend 

refusal of the application was put forward and agreed unanimously, the reply to include those 

concerns voiced by the residents who would be affected. 

It was agreed to email a copy of the Parish Council's recommendation to Cllr. Tucker and Marwood 

Parish Council. The residents were also urged to lodge their objections in writing to the Planning 

Case Officer. It was agreed that Cllr. Wright and the Clerk would draft the Council's response (see 

below). 

 

 

Part A 



 

4. County/District Councillors' Reports  
County Councillor Davis had emailed to state that with the impending elections there was nothing to 

report 

 

District Councillor Tucker's report had been emailed to the members and covered: 

���� The relocation of the Planning Dept to Lynton House is complete; 

���� The street marshal scheme in N. Devon is getting additional training to further help the 

Police with late night incidents; 

���� Two weeks left for local residents to have their final say on the LOCAL PLAN that will 

shape the future of Northern Devon. 

���� Fullabrook Wind Farm CIC AGM  Thursday night 7pm West Down V H. 

 

District Councillor Tucker then left the meeting 

 

5. Minutes of the Meeting 16
th

 March 2015 were approved and signed. 

 

6. Matters arising from the minutes 
P3. Still no copy of promised parish paths surveys and assignment of works. 

No further information on music disturbance at Woolley Wood. 

 

8. Audit 1
st
 April 2014 to 31

st
 March 2015. A completed copy of the accounts had been 

forwarded to all Councillors. Following discussion, the Audit Form and annual accounts were 

completed, approved and signed. Cllr. Tarr agreed to hold the Accounts during the inspection period 

and post them to the Auditor for the June due date.  

 

9. Financial Statement of accounts for the year and to agree payments. Bank balance of 

Parish Council on 31
st
 March 2015 £3755.16. The following cheques were approved and signed: 

Cheque No. 000286 to P3 Account for £32.63 Vat reclaim, cheque No. 000287 to DALC Annual 

subscription £56.23, cheque No. 000288 to Community First Insurance for £144.59. Bank Balance 

of P3 account on 31
st
 March 2015 £1127.98.   

 

10. Chairman’s items.  
TAP Fund – any drains/gullies to be monitored  

Dudmoor Lane  - blocked drain 

Bugford  - lots of standing water 

 

11. Correspondence. 
Parliamentary, District and Parish Nomination notices 

North Devon and Torridge Local Plan Consultation on proposed changes to the publication draft 

with CD 

Bank Statements for Parish Council and P3 accounts 

Notification of road closure amended dates 

Notification of surplus furniture from Civic Centre 

Emails: 

Notification of Fullabrook Wind Turbine CIC AGM 

Tap Fund confirmation of £203.50 grant 

DALC various emails  

Rural Opportunities bulletin 

Monitoring Officer – articles on prosecution of Councillor in Devon 

Rural Vulnerability – Rural Broadband 

P3 Spring Newsletter 

Local Government – collaborative approach to save waste 

Northern Devon Healthcare perception and reputation survey 

Rural Services Network weekly email 



NDC weekly information sheets and planning applications lodged and enforcement cases closed 

Magazines: 

Devon Senior Voice 

 

12. Date of next meeting. 
It was agreed the next meetings would be on Monday 18

th
 May starting at 7.30 p.m. with the Annual 

Parish Meeting followed by the Annual Parish Council Meeting and the May Parish Council 

meeting  

 

Part ‘B’ (Confidential Restricted information) None. 

 

The meeting closed at 9.14 p.m.  
 

 

 

 

Council Response to  Planning Application 59033 

 

The above planning application was discussed by East Down Parish Council  at its meeting on 20
th
 April 

2015 which was well attended by local residents voicing their concerns. 

 

One resident queried how many times a minutely amended application can be submitted.  

 

The recommendation of East Down Parish Council is refusal for the following reasons: 
 

The Compulsory Public Consultation was not properly complied with since all affected households were not 

contacted and there has been no conclusion announced;  

The siting of this turbine is even closer to the residents of East Down who would be affected than the 

previous applications; 

 

Although the turbine’s overall height is shorter the hub is taller and  the visual impact continues to be 

detrimental to the landscape making it extremely visible; 

 

The siting of a wind turbine at Honeywell Farm in addition to the mass of solar panels would increase the 

industrialisation of this location; 

 

The justification stated in the previous wind turbine planning applications and repeated in this one for the 

need for a turbine to safeguard the farm has been negated by the installation of sufficient solar panels to run 

50 average sized homes. 

 

There was no support for the application. 

 


