
East Down Parish Council -  30th April 2020 

 

Following the government’s guidance East Parish Council resolved to cancel future face to face 

meetings and resolved to put in place delegated powers to the Clerk/RFO who would liase with 

Chairman Cllr Martin Wright on matters that arise until clarification is received from DALC on future 

meetings. 

3
rd

 April 2020 DALC sent out the following information: broadly speaking, the 2020 Regulations 

enable local councils to hold remote meetings (including by video and telephone conferencing) for a 

specified period until May 2021. They also remove the requirement to hold an annual meeting 

 

Coronavirus. All the emails received relating to the coronavirus from many sources have been 

forwarded to councillors and initially disseminated through the parish newsletter. The Clerk secured a 

grant of £450 from Devon County Council (Covid 19 grant) to support work undertaken by volunteers 

during the pandemic. An Information sheet with the latest advice, contact details etc has been 

prepared by Mike Corfield and emailed out. Paper versions have been printed by Ray & Carol 

Thomas and posted out to East Down and Arlington parishioners not on the newsletter mailing list. 

Other uses for the grant will be expenses incurred when collecting essential shopping and 

prescriptions for those in the vulnerable or elderly group in the two parishes. Should this grant be 

insufficient we can apply to Fullabrook CIC who are willing to support the parishes in their catchment 

area. East Down volunteers with contact details is on the North Devon Community website. 

 

Finance.  
Bank balances on 30

th
 April 2020 

Parish Council Account £7724.05 includes 

• VAT reclaim of £44.24 
• £1108.00 (50% of precept) 

• £250 for Emergency Plan printing, updates, hosting meetings and refreshments 

• £450 for supporting work during Coronavirus, 
 

Invoices, payment vouchers and cheques forwarded to Chairman and Cllr Crossman for signing and 
posting: 

• 000372 to DALC for £58.79 membership 2020-21 

• 000373 to Community First Trading Insurance £157.20 first of three years tied-in to a reduced 
price. 

P3 Account £1156.83 
 
 
Year end accounts. Notification received that these still have to be audited internally before the 
Certificate of Exemption can be completed. 
 

• The publication date for final, audited, accounts for local councils will move from 30 September to 30 
November 2020 

• To give local councils more flexibility, the requirement for the public inspection period to include the first 
10 working days of July has been removed. Instead, local councils must commence the public inspection 
period on or before the first working day of September 2020 

This means that draft accounts must be approved by 31 August 2020 at the latest or earlier where possible. 

 

Planning Update from North Devon Council has been emailed to councillors. The Government has 
made it clear to Local Planning authorities that decisions on planning applications must not be 
unreasonably delayed. NDC will continue to notify Parish Councils of applications and will be 



encouraging them to use electronic means of communication with their Councillors to provide 
feedback to the Planning Unit. 
 
Planning Decisions 
Application 71324. Prior notification of forestry development for the erection of a steel portal framed 
barn, Land at Broad Park, East Down. NDDC Planning Department refused the application. 
Application 71121. Conversion of agricultural barns to 3 dwellings, East Okewill Fam, Shirwell, 
NDDC Planning Department approved the application. 
 
 
Parish Emergency Plan. A ‘shopping list’ has been circulated to councillors for their comments. It 
includes 50 hours work on drains and ditches, traffic cones, lights, barriers, warning signs and 
sandbags. 
 
 
County Councillor and District Councillors’ Reports have been emailed out mainly covering 
Coronavirus matters and grant information. 
 
 
Correspondence 
Correspondence relating to coronavirus – huge number from all sources and regular updates 
NDC Vulnerable household poster 
Recycling Centres – closed but refuse and food collection will continue as normal but with reduced 
crew for their safety so there may be some delays in collection. 
North Devon District Carparks – car park machines closed 
Bus service new funding for 2021. 
Grant Funding Schemes for Retail, Hospitality and Leisure Guidance and business grants and 
updates 
Police newsletter 
DALC updates 
NDC Members notices 
NDC Chief Exec blog 
Planning applications registered and determined 
 

 
Clerk to East Down Parish Council 


