
Minutes of East Down Parish Annual Meeting 

on Monday 21
st
 May 2018 at East Down Village Hall 7.00 p.m. 

 

 
Present:  Cllrs Mr M. Wright (Chairman), Mr R. Crossman (Vice Chair), Mr M. King, Mr K. Phillips, Mr R. Tarr, 

District Cllr J. Tucker and Mrs M. Done (Clerk). 

 

Cllr Mr M. Wright welcomed everyone to the meeting. It was disappointing that there were no members of the parish at 

the meeting. 

 

1. Apologies. Cllr Mrs E. Kempf, and County Cllr Ms A. Davis. 

 

2. Minutes. The minutes of the meeting on 15
th

 May 2017 had been accepted and signed on 24
th

 July 2017. 

 

3. Matters arising from the minutes. The Clerk had confirmed with Lloyds Bank that the Pine Charity was not 

classified as ‘dormant’. 

 

4. Chairman’s Report.  

Chairman’s report 2017 / 18 

 
In addition to its customary disbursements, the Parish Council has supported the current refurbishment of the village 

hall with the grant of £500 to be paid on completion, and is pleased to have supported the East Down Produce Show 

financially. 

It seems to be the fashion in public bodies to reduce services and actively transfer costs further down the chain. In our 

case the District Council Planning Department decided to cease sending out paper copies of planning applications, 

needed for perusal by councillors and any public attendees at meetings. This prompted a suggestion by the Parish 

Clerk that we consider the use of a projector to display the information. I am pleased to report that the projector has 

been purchased, with the bulk of the cost being funded by other bodies including the Fullabrook Community Interest 

Company , Devon County Council and, pleasingly, our local District Councillor.  

Dealing with Planning Applications is one of the roles of the Parish Council, and we have discussed and responded to 

9, with a further 2 not discussed due to incomplete information. 

Following a survey of the Parish Paths last year by Tom  McLenaghan, the results were prioritised for action by Simon 

Houghton, our local officer. He has reported that some of the work has been undertaken as part of his own survey in 

the last quarter of 2017, and has promised to keep the Council updated. 

I would like to express my thanks to our tireless Parish Clerk, Margaret Done, who has actively pursued the interests 

of the Parish and the Parish Council in many ways over the last year, dealing with ever increasing amounts of emails, 

newsletters and organisations wishing to sell us services we perhaps do not need. 

I would also like to thank all councillors on their high level of attendance at meetings, which makes the conducing of 

Parish business easier and also for their contributions in the meetings. I am pleased to report that we have been able to 

reduce the average length of meetings while still conducting all necessary business.  

There needs to be a special mention for Councillor Crossman who has worked hard to achieve the full implementation 

of the defibrillator at the village hall including setting up training and refresher courses and working on how to 

communicate information within the Parish.  

The state of the roads, drains and gulleys are becoming ever more parlous given the lack of funds available. Utilising 

funds from the TAP fund, Councillor Crossman has liaised with Chris Wallis to undertake the small clearance works 

on our behalf. 

Thanks are due to Councillor Kempf for representing East Down at the Rural Alliance meetings.  

Thanks to Councillor Phillips for his snow warden duties, including navigating the tortuous process s of getting salt 

supplies. The “Beast from the East” and its brother dumped a fair amount of snow on the Parish and the Parish 

Council would like to extend its thanks to all who helped clear the local roads and get things moving again. 

Thanks are due to Councillor Tarr for his maintenance and update of the Council website which is kept up to date and 

is a useful source of information for both parishioners and visitors to the parish  

Finally thanks should go to our District Councillor, Joe Tucker, who has kept us informed on the machinations of local 

government, and has supported us throughout the year as a Parish Council effectively and also to Andrea Davis, our 

County Councillor, for her contribution. 

A vote of thanks to the Chairman was recorded. 

 

5. Financial Report. Parish Council bank balances 31
st
 March 2018 

Parish Council Account £5534.26 
Earmarked sums: £600 Computer Equipment, £180.35 balance on defibrillator grants, £323.32 High Visibility clothing 

and £500.00 Village Hall award towards maintenance and repairs. 

Asset obtained this year: Projector (covered by increase in Community First insurance). 



Parish Paths Account £1056.83  

 
 6.  Pine Charity. Bank Balance £78.06. The Annual Return had been completed and submitted. 

 

 7.  Parish Paths Report. This was included in the Chairman’s report as we are currently without a co-ordinator. 

 

8.  Any Other Business. None. 

 

The meeting closed at 7.09 p.m. 


