
  
Minutes of East Down Parish Council Meeting 
at 7.30 p.m. on Monday 20th September 2021 

 
Attendance: Cllrs Mr M. Wright (Chair), Mr R. Crossman, Mrs E. Kempf, Mr. K. Phillips, Mr R. 
Tarr,  
 
Mr G Dwyer (Clerk).   
 
Also in attendance District Cllr Mr J. Tucker and 4 members of the public 
 
Apologies: County Councillor A Davis who had been detained at another meeting 

 
1. Declarations of Interest/Dispensations: None. 
 
2. Public Participation:  

 
The Chairman thanked the members of the public for attending and briefly explained the way 
the meeting would be conducted. He commented on the two existing Councillor vacancies 
and the one that would arise as Cllr Mrs Kempf had informed the Council that she was 
retiring as a Councillor after this meeting, and he expressed a hope that they would be filled 
quickly. (see Chairman’s items in these minutes) 
The members of the public highlighted a blocked drain at double gates (see later in the 
meeting) and expressed a wish for activities in the Village Hall to be resumed. It was 
explained that Village Hall use was a decision that would need to be taken by the Village 
Hall Committee as the premises managers.  

 
Part ‘A’ 
 
3. County/District Councillors Reports 

District Cllr Tucker reported on the continuing improvements in the NDC Planning Office 
following the appointment of Maria Bailey as the new Planning Manager. 

       He also briefly mentioned  
 The problem caused by littering, a small NDC committee of members is meeting to 

address the problem and looking for input from members of the public as to how to 
combat what is an increasing social problem. 

 The next meeting of North Devon’s Parish Forum would be on the 14th October at 6.30. 
Circumstances might require this to be conducted on-line via Zoom. 

 .North Devon and Torridge were conducting a joint initiative on housing shortages 
 

4. Minutes of meetings held on 16th August 2021 confirmed, resolved to accept and sign.  
 
5. Matters arising from the minutes  

 
There were none that are not on the agenda 

 
6.           Planning Application  
 
             Application 73977. Land North of Oakford Farm Shirwell. Approval of details in respect     
             of discharge of condition 6 (programme of archaeological work) attached to planning    
             permission 73344 (change of use of land to equestrian together with formation of horse  
             manege). RESOLVED to make no comment on the contents of the archaeologist’s report. 
 



                      
 

7. Financial statement of accounts for the year and to agree payments  
 
 
Bank balances September 2021 
Parish Council Account: £8221.51  
Cheques for £214.74 (2 months clerk’s salary and a contribution to purchase of printer 
inks) and £420.14 (final quarters salary to retiring clerk and expenses) 

                  
       Parish Paths Account: £1156.83 

              It was noted that a cheque for £420.14 from this account in August had been cancelled. 

 
8. Chairman’s items. 
 

 Clerks Retirement. A card from the retiring Clerk, Mrs Done, thanking the Councillors 
for her retirement gift had been received. 

 Drains. The foul water from a drain in the village was not sewage but ‘grey’ water and 
steps were being taken to trace the source of the problem. It was RESOLVED that an 
amount of £500 be approved to cover the costs of the work done by the contractor. The 
problem with the overgrown drain at double gates to be reported to the County 
Councillor. 

 Councillor Vacancies. It was reluctantly noted the Cllr Mrs Kempf was retiring as a 
Councillor after at least 25 years service to the community. As two Councillor posts had 
not been filled at the last election cooption of eligible members of the parish could start 
immediately, and it was RESOLVED that a notice advertising the co-option be placed 
on the parish notice boards inviting people to apply. The closing date for applications to 
be the 11th October 2021.  It was also RESOLVED that the Clerk contact North Devon 
Council advising them of Cllr Kempf’s resignation in order to start the process of seeking 
a replacement.. 

 Amalgamation with Arlington Parish Council. Members discussed the informal 
request from Arlington to amalgamate the two Parish Councils and it was RESOLVED 
that the matter be deferred until Arlington had formally resolved to seek amalgamation. 

                
 

9. Correspondence 
The following correspondence had been forwarded 
 DALC bulletins 
 Police and Crime Commissioners newsletter 
 Grant and Community News Sep 2021 
 Ilfracombe Police newsletter 

 
In addition general correspondence had been forwarded for information. 
 

10. Any Other Business. 
Before closing the meeting the Chairman again thanked the members of the public for their 
interest and hoped they would consider standing as a Councillor. 
 

11. Date for next meeting Monday 18th October 2021 starting at 7.30 p.m. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.32 
 


