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East Down Easter Bingo 
There was a fabulous turn out for the Easter bingo 

session at the hall. Once again hosted by the 

legendary Wendy Down supported by Phil and 

the rest of the Down/King clan the hall was 

beautifully set up for an ‘eyes down’ night of 

great fun. 

 

 
 

Ruby Lerwill now age 10 once again took the 

‘caller’s’ role with the clear and confident 

delivery that can only befit a Lerwill female. 

 
 

Though the noise level did at times require a lot 

of shushing, (mainly at the Norton family area of 

the room), Ruby did a great job yet again. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The bingo was supported by people within the 

village and also family from nearby. Liz (I never 

win anything)Smythe and Brenda spent a lovely 

evening with younger family members; Liz 

winning lots of lines on her bingo cards. 

 

 
 

 
 

There was a half time break for Wendy’s home-

baked cakes with drinks and then back to some 

serious dabbing with those dibber’s for the Kift 

clan. 
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Prize giving was expertly handled by the village’s 

most popular trolley dolly this season, Phil 

Down. 

 

 
Who enjoyed being heckled by fellow bingo 

buddies Mike Corfield and Richard Crocker. 

 

 
The majority of the raffle prizes (or it felt like 

that) were won by the Lerwill clan who must 

have spent a small fortune between them based 

on the number of tickets on the table. Many 

thanks to the lovely Lindsay who kindly let me 

have her ticket so we could take home some 

Bucks Fizz for an alfresco April lunch. 

 

 
Huge thanks to Wendy, Phil, Debbie, Zara and 

her friend for organising, decorating the hall, 

providing refreshments and making the night 

such a huge success. A lot of work goes into this 

event before, during and after and we really 

appreciate it. Huge thanks also to Ruby, what a 

star you are. 

 

Finally, a big thank you to all who attended, 

donated raffle prizes and made it such a 

successful evening. We managed to raise an 

amazing £230 towards the running of the Hall        

...well done Wendy! 

April Coffee Morning         

A really good turn out once again for last month’s 

coffee morning. 

 A great big thank you to Ian and Barbara Cooper, 

‘old’ East Downers who ventured over from 

Lynton as they do each month, for taking care of 

the teas, coffees and pot washing. It was great fun 

to catch up on all the latest news and another tidy 

sum raised for the upkeep of the Village Hall. 

The next planned Coffee Morning is Thursday 

5th May so why not pop along to the Village 

Hall at 10.30 a.m. Just bring along a plate of 

something sweet or savoury to share and hot 

drinks will be provided. All we ask is a small 

donation towards the Village Hall. 

 

 

Keep watch for details of a Jubilee brunch 

on Thursday 2nd June at the Village Hall to 

be circulated shortly. 

 

 

April 100 Club Draw 

We are pleased to announce that first place was 

won by Jane Holderness with the runner up prize 

going to Wendy Down. Congratulations both. 

Please contact Rod Crossman 850704 

or rodcrossman@hotmail.co.uk for more 

information on joining the draw. 

 

 

mailto:rodcrossman@hotmail.co.uk
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East Down with Arlington Church 

 
We had a lovely Easter service with our new 

curate Rev Sue leading at East Down church. It 

was nice to see so many people come to celebrate 

Easter and especially Helen and Phil who came to 

hear their wedding banns. Thank you to Liz and 

Jill for helping provide the refreshments and Liz 

for tidying up after the service. 

 

Before that we held a very successful Bingo 

session at the Old Station Inn on 1st April. Our 

grateful thanks to Lynn Shepherd and Harriett 

Munro-Smith for running the bingo and for all the 

lovely raffle prizes given to us, especially 

Besshill Farm shop for their voucher and to 

Victoria Cranfield for her jars of award winning 

marmalade! 

 

Our next service will be a shared one with 

Shirwell church on 15th May, when we’re lucky 

to have our new Archdeacon Ven Verena Breed, 

coming to meet us. There will be refreshments 

after the service. Usual time of 11.15a.m. All 

very welcome 

 

Flower and cleaning  

14th-21st May Mrs H Bowden and Mrs S Lerwill 

28th-4th June Mrs J and C Kift 

 

As always thank you all so much for helping keep 

the church looking so lovely and clean. Sorry to 

say the bats have now woken up!! 

 

Many thanks 

Julie Kift 

Churchwarden  

The Newsletter    

 

Please check with your neighbours that they are 

receiving the newsletter. There have been lots of 

new arrivals to the village since the start of covid 

and we would like to ensure everyone has a 

chance to keep updated with village news. 

 

All addresses are blind copied so their details will 

remain private. 

Contact us, Mike and Sally at 

eastdownnews@yahoo.com 

Village Hall Activities 

Village Hall April Diary 
 

Table Tennis      Tuesdays     7.00 p.m. 

Art Group      Wednesdays   2.00 p.m. 

Coffee Morning   Thursday 5th        10.30 a.m. 

E.D.V.H Mtg.      Monday 9th    7.00 p.m. 

Sweetings            Tuesday 10th             7.00 p.m.  

East Down P.C.   Wednesday 16th       7.30 p.m. 

If you would like to hire the Village Hall, we are 

now fully back open for business. 

Please contact Ray Thomas for bookings on 

850464. 

 

Village Hall Activity Contacts 
 

The Parochial Church Council (PCC) - Julie 

Kift 07763 537136 

Art Group     Margaret Smith 850727 

Table Tennis     Gill Parker 850549  

Young farmers Sandra Gregory 07594 487220 

Mobile Library Service  

The next visit will take place on Tuesday 3rd 

May. There will be a second visit in May as the 

library is due to arrive again on the morning of 

Tuesday 31st May. Please note the library will be 

in the Pyne Arms car park between 10.30 a.m. 

and 10.55a.m. If you have any queries, please 

contact Tiverton Library on 01884 244644 or via 

email: tiverton.mobile@librariesunlimited.org.uk 

Platinum Jubilee Tree Planting 

 
 

On Friday 4th March an English Oak was planted 

on the green at Churchill to celebrate the Queen’s 

Platinum jubilee. Many thanks to Jill Parker who 

supplied last month’s photograph and who after a 

long time of asking for a tree has now 

volunteered to take on the watering task. 

mailto:eastdownnews@yahoo.com
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fclipart-library.com%2Fnewimages%2Fbook-clip-art-24.png&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fclipart-library.com%2Fbook-clip-art.html&docid=piDAq9MOIr2WOM&tbnid=yTZKaKWNXIB7UM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwiyyuWi2r_lAhVeAWMBHSSVA3kQMwjGAShUMFQ..i&w=1536&h=1323&bih=655&biw=1366&q=cartoon%20pile%20of%20books&ved=0ahUKEwiyyuWi2r_lAhVeAWMBHSSVA3kQMwjGAShUMFQ&iact=mrc&uact=8
mailto:tiverton.mobile@librariesunlimited.org.uk
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What a spot  

Many thanks to Carol Thomas for the following.  

 

On Good Friday after lunch, Ray went up to the 

veg patch, and found a sparrowhawk inside the 

open fruit cage, where I had been weeding all 

morning.  

 

 

It didn’t seem to know how to get out, just kept 

flapping around and flying into the netting. Ray 

left some raw mince by the opening to try and 

show it the exit. Left to its own devices, it had 

flown away by teatime.  I’m thankful I wasn’t in 

there when it visited, I would definitely have been 

quite scared. 

 

What lovely pictures and how lucky to have 

spotted this beautiful bird. If you would like to 

send a photograph or an article, we would love to 

hear from you. You can contact us, Mike and 

Sally at eastdownnews@yahoo.com 

And another one …. 

 
 

Not do be out-done by Dennis’ new shopping 

vehicle of choice, now they’re all towny over in 

Barnstaple, Shirley Lerwill is caught on CCTV 

camera here rocking it on her trike. 

 
Tucked away so as not to offend too many we 

heard the following quote by David Norkett that 

made us giggle… 

 

“It used to be socially acceptable to cough to 

cover up a fart however nowadays it is more 

socially acceptable to fart to cover up a cough”.  

 

Hope we didn’t offend too much  

 

For Sale 

Solid beechwood folding table and 4 chairs. 

Open: 4ft 6ins x 2ft 10ins 

Half open: 3ft x 2ft 10ins 

Closed: 1ft 3ins x 2ft 10ins 

As new, very little used. Less than half new price. 

£100 ono. Can be delivered if necessary. 

Ian Cooper (01598) 752450 

 

mailto:eastdownnews@yahoo.com
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East Down and District  

Annual Produce Show 
 

The schedule and entry forms have been 

circulated but please contact us if you require 

another copy. Why not enter, there are lots of 

categories to suit everybody including vegetables, 

flowers, domestic, handicraft and children's 

section. 

 

There is a special free “grow your own seed” 

competition for the children of the district 

coordinated by Blackmore Gate Young Farmers 

and sponsored by Sweetings Charity. 

 

To arrange collection or delivery of the seeds, 

compost and flowerpots contact Rod Crossman 

on 01271 850704 or 07866825314. 

 

This year British expert gardener, TV presenter 

and author CAROL KLEIN will be our special 

guest opening the show and presenting the prizes. 

 

 
 

Kentisbury Plant Sale 

 
 

Attention all gardeners out there, a date 

for your diaries. The ever-popular 

Kentisbury plant sale is back again this 

year.  

 

Saturday 7th May, 

doors open at 10.00 a.m. sharp. 
Make sure you are nice and early to avoid 

disappointment. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We are delighted to report that so far 19 young 

budding gardeners have taken a pot and 

sunflower seeds to grow their very own sunflower 

in time for the East Down and District village 

show on 14 August.  If you know someone who 

would still like to grow their own, please get in 

touch with Rod Crossman 850704 

or rodcrossman@hotmail.co.uk for more 

information You may like to know that the 

sunflower itself means many things as a symbol 

not least that it is the national symbol for Ukraine 

where most of the sunflower oil we use comes 

from.  So, it is a very beautiful and useful plant! 

 

Thanks to Michelle Francisca Lee 

@michellefranclee for making this photo 

available freely on Unsplash 🎁 

https://unsplash.com/photos/28K-hb0r_sM 

mailto:rodcrossman@hotmail.co.uk
https://unsplash.com/photos/28K-hb0r_sM
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Keep your eyes peeled for the 

upcoming scarecrow competition 

poster to be circulated soon. 

 
 

Open Gardens 2022  
More dates for your diaries as we move 

through the year. As part of the National 

Garden Scheme both Kentisbury and 

Parracombe will be opening their gardens 

to the public this year. 

 

Parracombe Open Gardens will take place 

on the 18th and 19th June. Heddon Hall, 

Laurel House, Littleclose, Paradise Villa, 

Rock Cottage and South Hill House will all 

be open for a combined entree fee of £6. 

Home-made teas will be served on the 

Coronation Playing Fields.  

 

The Kentisbury Open Gardens will be held 

on the weekend of 23rd and 24th July. 

Both Spring Cottage and Little Leys will be 

open with home-made teas being served at 

South Sandpark. Combined entry fee £5. 

 

Marwood Gardens 
 

For new visitors, we are a valley garden and 

sensible footwear is advised throughout the year, 

but especially on wet days! 

 

Marwood Hill Garden 2022 Season opening 

hours: 

1st April onwards: 10 a.m. – 4.30 p.m. daily. 

Closed Monday and Tuesdays.  
 

Tea Room 2022 Season opening hours:  

1st April onwards: 10.30am – 4.00 p.m. daily.  

Closed Monday and Tuesdays.  

 

Walled Garden Nursery and Plant Sales 2022 

Season opening hours: 

1st April onwards: 10.30 a.m. – 4.30 p.m. daily. 

Closed Monday and Tuesdays. 

 

 

The very first coastal garden festival to be held in 

North Devon. 

There will be a wide range of family activities, 

talks, demonstrations, competitions and other 

events will keep everyone interested all day. 

There will be a wide range of excellent local food 

and drink on offer. 

Exhibitors include nurseries, environmental 

agencies, countryside groups and organisations 

promoting mental health. 

The Coastal Garden Festival is organised 

by Ilfracombe Compass Rotary – aiming to 

enhance our local community. 

This year we are very pleased to be supporting a 

new, local charity called ‘The Strawpatch 

Project’.  They use gardening and other nature-

based activities to promote mental, social and 

physical wellbeing.  Using ‘Ecotherapy’ they are 

already helping many to gain confidence and 

skills in gardening, cooking, art and looking after 

animals – with much more in the pipe-line.  

 Strawpatch will be at our festival – so visit their 

stand to find out more – or go 

to www.thestrawpatchproject.com 

Check out the web site for more information on 

the event www.coastalgardenfestival.org. 

 

Kentisbury Gardening Group 

 
 

Tuesday 24th May 2.00 p.m. to 4.00 p.m. 

A visit to 2 gardens in Parracombe to look at 

successional planting. Further details to be 

emailed out nearer the time. 

 

http://www.thestrawpatchproject.com/
http://www.coastalgardenfestival.org/
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fpreviews.123rf.com%2Fimages%2Fantonbrand%2Fantonbrand1104%2Fantonbrand110400322%2F9403558-cartoon-gardener-with-pot-plant-isolated-on-white.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.123rf.com%2Fphoto_9403558_cartoon-gardener-with-pot-plant-isolated-on-white.html&docid=RmadCt8ero6r_M&tbnid=eAGFtPw08ifypM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwi0zej0hfbkAhVPUBUIHcHOBGkQMwhyKAUwBQ..i&w=1300&h=1300&bih=689&biw=1438&q=gardener&ved=0ahUKEwi0zej0hfbkAhVPUBUIHcHOBGkQMwhyKAUwBQ&iact=mrc&uact=8
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Lynton and Lynmouth 

Ancient Mariner Lynmouth - Saturday 14th 

May 

 

Coming soon to a raised deck area near you; 

Decks on the Deck! 

As a bookend to Seacider Fest, we're going to 

hold a 'start of the season' partay; with some of 

your favourite DJ's to kick off the summer 

season. 

More details to follow on Facebook, but get the 

date in your diary! 

 

Lynmouth Regatta and Maritime Festival - 

Saturday 28th May 

 

 
AHOY! WE'RE BACK! Phew. Get the date in 

your diaries, shipmates! 

 

More details coming soon, but prepare yourselves 

for many well-known shanty groups, the well-

loved Seagull Race, Miller & Sweep, the final of 

the gig boat time trials that are coming up, music, 

mayhem and more bunting than a bunting tosser 

could toss. 

 

As ever, the event is put on by volunteers, so any 

additional hands-on deck are always appreciated. 

If you've got a couple of hours to spare on the 

day, let us know! 

 

Keep an eye on Facebook for more information. 

 

Lynton Cinema 

 
 

OPERATION MINCEMEAT (12A). 

Fri 22nd April for 14 days at 8.00 p.m. (Mon 

matinee at 2.30 p.m. on the 25th Apr and 2nd 

May). 

It’s 1943. The Allies are determined to break 

Hitler's grip on occupied Europe, and plan to 

launch an all-out assault on Sicily; but they face 

an impossible challenge - how to protect the 

invasion force from potential annihilation. 

 

DOWNTON ABBEY: A NEW ERA (PG). 

Fri 6th May to Thursday 19th May at 8.00 p.m. 

(Mon matinee at 2.30 p.m. on the 9th and 16th 

May). 

From award-winning creator Julian Fellowes 

comes the motion picture event DOWNTON 

ABBEY: A NEW ERA. The much-anticipated 

cinematic return of the global phenomenon 

reunites the beloved cast as they go on a grand 

journey to the South of France. 

 

THE LOST CITY 

Fri 20th to Thursday 26th May at 8.00 p.m. (Mon 

matinee at 2.30 p.m. on 23rd May) 

Brilliant, but reclusive author Loretta Sage has 

spent her career writing about exotic places in her 

popular romance-adventure novels featuring 

handsome cover model Alan, who has dedicated 

his life to embodying the hero character, "Dash." 

 

TOP GUN: MAVERICK 

Wed 25th and Thursday 26th May at 10.30 p.m. 

Then twice daily from Fri 27th May for 14 days 

at 2.30 p.m. at 8.00 p.m. 

After more than thirty years of service as one of 

the Navy's top aviators, Pete Mitchell is where he 

belongs, pushing the envelope as a courageous 

test pilot and dodging the advancement in rank 

that would ground him. 

 

Check on line for further details and ring 01598 

753397 to make reservations. 
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Explore Exmoor 
 

If you fancy wandering slightly further afield, we 

thought we would highlight some of the events 

across Exmoor in the coming month. Check out 

everything else that is happening 

on www.exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk. 

 

Glorious Somerset Open Gardens - 

Hollam House Dulverton 

Tuesday 3rd May 2022 1.00 p.m. 
Location: Hollam House, Hollam Lane, 

Dulverton TA22 9JH 

Duration: 4 hours 

 

Description: As part of the annual Glorious Open 

Gardens on behalf of St Margaret’s Hospice, 

Hollam House, Hollam Lane, Dulverton TA22 

9JH will be open to the public on Tuesday 3rd 

May 2022 between 1.00pm and 5.00pm.  

A stunning four-acre spring garden on the edge of 

Exmoor abounds with colour. With 

rhododendrons, magnolias and thousands of 

tulips in the borders and grounds, meadow areas 

full of bulbs and wildflowers, plus ponds, a water 

garden and rill, complemented by pergolas, 

terraces, and a summer house offers much to 

explore.  

Refreshments and toilet facilities will be 

available. Unfortunately, the garden is not 

suitable for people with limited mobility or 

children. Regret no dogs. Entry Fee: £5.00 For 

further details contact 01398 323445 (07889 

006850 mob) or email annie@hollam.co.uk 

 

Dark Skies Discovery Hub Exford - 

Thursday 5th May 7.00 p.m. to 10.00 p.m. 

Location: Exford Bridge Tea Rooms 

Duration: 3 hours 

Description: In collaboration with Exmoor 

National Park, we have got together with Bruce 

and Claire at the Exford Bridge Tearooms so we 

can cater for larger groups, stargazing parties and 

corporate events. Every Tuesday night at 7.00pm 

summer, (6.00pm start in winter), we will be open 

for an indoor planetarium presentation with 

delicious food and a “No question is a silly 

question” sociable chat session. The indoor event 

is followed by an optional shortish walk out into 

the dark sky reserve to try out tablet and phone 

apps and to watch the stars come out, depending 

on the time of year. This is suitable for all ages, 

individuals and small groups, and a good option 

if you are less keen on walking, or the weather is 

not good! Otherwise please make contact and we 

can chat about any sort of starry event that you 

can dream up! We have 3 telescopes, a laser 

pointer for constellations, binoculars and loads of 

information about local stargazing. Endless 

enthusiasm plus the tearooms are fully licenced 

and happy to cater for your “Do”, from cream 

teas through barbecues to a “just desserts” 

evening. Once the evenings draw in, we can head 

out for a spot of stargazing or a night hike as 

well. Enquiries to: info@wildaboutexmoor.com 

 

Discover Bossington Guided Walk 

Date: 20th May 2022 10:30am-12:30pm 

 

Join a guided walk leader on a 2 hour walk to 

discover the beauty of Bossington. Learn about 

its history and the natural beauty of the landscape 

that surrounds it. Please wear suitable clothing 

and footwear. Dogs on short leads allowed. 

Booking recommended. Donations welcome to 

CareMoor for Exmoor, helping support nature 

and heritage conservation, and access projects. 

Walk starts at 10:30am in the National Trust car 

park in Bossington 

More information: www.exmoor-

nationalpark.gov.uk/getinvolved/events-and-

training 

This event is brought to you by Exmoor National 

Park. 

Location: National Trust car park Bossington 

TA24 8HQ 

Booking: Booking essential 

Charge: Free 

Contact: 01598752509 

 

http://www.exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk/
mailto:annie@hollam.co.uk
mailto:info@wildaboutexmoor.com
http://www.exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk/getinvolved/events-and-training
http://www.exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk/getinvolved/events-and-training
http://www.exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk/getinvolved/events-and-training
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Dunster Festival 2022 - Friday 27th 

May to Sunday 31st May 

 

Check out the website Dunsterfestival.co.uk for 

more details on 3 days of music concerts. 

 

Local Businesses 

Besshill farm shop  

01271 850311. besshillfarmshop.co.uk 

Visit Besshill Farm Shop today. All of our meat 

is free range and comes from within the West 

Country, as we always want to offer the freshest 

produce we can. Visit us today for all of your 

festive favourites. 

For latest news, please see our Facebook page 
and website. 

We look forward to seeing you all,  

The Besshill Team. 

 

 

Waytown Tea Rooms - Kentisbury 
01271 280000 

 

Shop and tea room open from 9.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m. 

 

See Facebook for latest information. 
 

 

Charlie Dixon 

Counselling & 
Psychotherapy 

Approachable, relaxed counsellor providing 
reassuring support & solutions to your 

problems. 

Based in Kentisbury, offering flexible 
appointments, including evenings. 

Free introductory appointment. 

Please get in touch to discuss how I can help 
you on: 

07870 281356 

charliedixoncounselling@hotmail.com 

www.charliedixoncounselling.co.uk 

 

 
 
 
 

Pyne Arms 01271 850055 

 

Open Wednesday to Saturday 5.00 p.m. until late 

(food served 5.30 p.m. to 8.45 p.m.) 

Open Sundays 12.00 noon until late (food served 

12.00 noon to 5.00 p.m.) 

Closed Mondays and Tuesdays. 

 

The Pyne continues to be very popular and 

advance bookings for meals is recommended. 

Booking can now be made every easily online 

through ResDiary. There is a “book a table” 

button on the website which is very quick and 

easy to use. 

 

For any more information check the website, 

Facebook page or ring 01271 850055. 

 

http://dunsterfestival.co.uk/
http://besshillfarmshop.co.uk/
mailto:charliedixoncounselling@hotmail.com
http://www.charliedixoncounselling.co.uk/

