
Newsletter Page 1 November 2021 

 

 

 

East Down Halloween Bingo 

A record turn-out ignored the Autumn downpour 

and bravely wandered down to the Village Hall 

on Thursday for a real Halloween trick or treat. 

The hall had been decorated spookily with 

cauldrons on the tables, bats and cobwebs around 

the walls (probably need to clean again after 

lockdown!) and what some might call excessively 

large spiders; was there really any need for 

someone to catch them and bring them to our 

night out? 

 

 
 

Our young people from Bugford were dressed up 

for the night in some of the scariest costumes we 

have ever seen. Reiss 6, Jude 3, Alba 5 and 

Sienna 3 gave us some very scary faces.  

 

Harriet, Gracie 6 and Libby 4 added in lots of 

sparkle for us. 

 
 

After playing a couple of bingo cards, 

proceedings were interrupted for delicious half 

time refreshments served by our very own trolley 

dolly Phil Down with not a single worm, creepy 

crawly or eyeball in sight. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marla 3 and Polly 4 both made pretty little 

witches in spooky hats. Katy adds the glamour. 

 
 

Star of the evening was undoubtedly young Ruby 

Lerwill 9 who looking resplendent in her skeleton 

outfit, took on the role of “caller” with great 

aplomb. 

 
Huge thanks to Wendy, Phil and Debbie for 

organising, decorating the hall, providing 

refreshments and making the night such a huge 

success. 

Finally, a big thank you to all who attended, 

donated raffle prizes and made it such a 

successful evening. We managed to raise an 

amazing £370 towards the running of the Hall        

...well done Wendy!  
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The unseasonably warm Autumn weather looks 

set to continue in the short term so it’s an ideal 

time to crack on and tidy up the garden ready for 

winter. Our morning dog walks around Arlington 

have remained reasonably dry and with the Beech 

trees starting to change colour and the chestnuts 

scattering across the track, we are now 

accompanied by the haunting backdrop of a 

number of red deer stags who are grunting and 

bellowing through the mist whilst they “enjoy” 

the rut. Arlington certainly joined in the 

Halloween spirit with a fine display of home-

grown pumpkins and gourds. 

 

All the local attractions are noticeably quieter 

now the tourists have departed and whilst it’s a 

good time to spread you wings, we are aware of a 

number of local covid cases so please stay safe 

everybody and remember "space, face, hands". 

October 100 Club Draw 

With the draw now taking place at the monthly 

coffee morning, we are pleased to report that 

Carol and Ray Thomas won first prize with Mary 

Jackson taking second spot. 

 

We are always on the look-out for new members 

so if you are an existing 100 club member why 

not grab another number to boost your chances or 

if you are new to the Village why not join up? Its 

only £1 a month for each number you buy and 

you will have the chance of winning either £20 or 

£10 in the monthly draw plus an exciting bumper 

Christmas draw. 

Please contact Rod Crossman 850704 

or rodcrossman@hotmail.co.uk for more 

information. 

October Coffee morning 

The coffee mornings are now well and truly up 

and running again on the first Thursday of every 

month. We had a good turn-out for the October 

meeting with lots of old faces emerging from 

lockdown as well as some newcomers to the 

village. On the day we raised over £40 for the 

upkeep of the Village Hall 

If you haven’t been to one of our coffee mornings 

before why not pop along to the Village Hall 

anytime from 10.30 a.m. onwards. The mornings 

are very informal (usually wrap up from about 

12.00 noon) with a chance to meet friends and 

neighbours, catch up on the local news and 

savour the sheer tension and drama of the 

monthly 100 club draw. 

Just bring along a plate of something sweet or 

savoury to share and hot drinks will be provided. 

All we ask is for a donation towards the upkeep 

of the Village Hall. 

The next coffee morning is planned 

for Thursday 2nd November. Shirley has kindly 

volunteered to run the kitchen for this month’s 

coffee morning; we will kick off the roster for 

2022 kitchen duties so please feel free to put your 

name forward. 

 

Some gourds of our own 

In readiness for Halloween, we planted 

some ornamental gourd seeds, we think 

with great success for first-time 

attempts. 

 

mailto:rodcrossman@hotmail.co.uk
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East Down with Arlington Church 
We held a lovely service at Arlington church on 

17th October led my Revd Rosie. We were lucky 

with the weather although we did put the heaters 

in the church to warm it up first. Next month 

we’ll be back in East Down for our regular 

service on the third Sunday of each month, 21st 

November at 11.15a.m. Before this service there 

will be a short service of Remembrance on 14th 

November at 10.45 a.m. All very welcome to 

come and remember all those who gave their 

lives for us to live the lives we have today. 

 

Advance notice of our Carol service on 19th 

December at 3.00 p.m. Please spread the word to 

as many people as possible so we can have an 

early celebration of Christmas day together.  All 

very welcome to help decorate the church on 

Saturday morning at 10.30 a.m. ish or whenever 

you’re free to help would be really appreciated. 

 

 

Flower and cleaning rota for December  

 

Mrs H Bowden, Mrs Sophie Lerwill and Mrs J 

Kift 

 

Flower and cleaning rota for January 

 

Mrs P and A Perrin and Mrs D Fry 

 

Thank you so much for all you do to keep the 

church looking so nice and welcoming. 

 

A PCC meeting has been arranged for 11th 

November in the village hall at 7.30pm.  

Please send your apologises if you can’t come to 

either myself or Joanne Tucker.  

 

Unfortunately, at some point during the week, the 

church door had been left open and the cold air 

was blowing through. It would be really helpful if 

you would please check the door is shut properly 

when leaving. I usually give it a little push to 

make sure it has locked ok as it’s a bit hard and 

not easy to hear the click. I’ll put a notice on the 

door for the visitors to hopefully ensure it doesn’t 

happen again and certainly not too often if it 

does. Thank you as always for helping to keep the 

church clean and looked after.  
 
 

Regards Julie Kift 

The Parochial Church Council (PCC) are on the 

look-out for new team members so if you have 

some spare time and want to support the Village 

Churches. Please contact Julie Kift 

at julie.kift@hotmail.co.uk 

 
 

 

Arlington Church Tower update  
 

You may have noticed a progressive tower of 

scaffolding working its way around the tower of 

Arlington Church. 

 

 

 
 

Work has commenced and there has been a site 

meeting attended by Rosie on the 26th Oct. The 

plan is to conclude the work in around three 

months’ time although as ever we may be 

impacted by our lovely North Devon weather and 

the very nature of ancient buildings. 

 

Work will include the removal of vegetation and 

re pointing of all four elevations in their entirety. 

Masonry repairs to NE pinnacle; re pointing of 

the inside of the parapet; replacing slates on 

louvres where needed. 

 

The church will remain open throughout as it has 

been since Easter, with entry through the priest 

door on the South side.  

 

Many thanks to Joanne Tucker for this update. 

 

 

mailto:julie.kift@hotmail.co.uk
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Mobile Library Service  

Please wear a face mask and observe social 

distancing when using the mobile library. Also 

note that the library will be visiting twice in 

November but will not be here in December. 

Next visit will be on Tuesday 2nd November 

with the final visit for the year on 30th 

November. 

East Down Pyne Arms 10:15 a.m. - 10:40 a.m. 

If you have any queries, please contact Tiverton 

Library on 01884 244644 or via 

email: tiverton.mobile@librariesunlimited.org.uk 

Why not download the "borrowbox" app to your 

mobile device? Its free to download and all you 

have to do is enter your library number and 

password to gain access to a wide selection of e-

books and audio books. The books can be ordered 

free of charge and will be downloaded to your 

mobile device when they become available.  

Village Hall Activities 

Village Hall November Diary 
 

Table Tennis      Every Tuesday  7.00 p.m. 

Art Group      Every Wednesday  2.00 p.m. 

Coffee Morning   Thursday 4th       10.00 a.m. 

Young Farmers    Thursday 4th.        7.00 p.m. 

PCC Mtg.          Thursday 11th 7.30 p.m. 

Sweetings Mtg.    Monday 15th           7.30 p.m. 

Parish Council     Monday 22nd           7.30 p.m. 
 

If you would like to hire the Village Hall for an 

event, please contact Ray Thomas on 850464. 

 

 

2022 Village Produce Show 
After a couple of years break during the 

pandemic, we are in the process of forming a 

team to organise and run next year’s Produce 

Show. If you are interested in helping or have any 

suggestions for the show format, please contact 

Rod Crossman 850704. 

 

 

 

Art Group 

 

The art group meets at the Village Hall every 

Wednesday between 2.00 p.m. and 4.00 p.m. 

With a cost of only £2 a week, why not pop along 

and spend an afternoon with some like-minded 

people whilst pursuing your own favourite art and 

craft hobby. 

 

For more information, please contact Margaret 

Smith 850727. 

 

 

Table Tennis 

 

The Table Tennis club are now back up and 

running every Tuesday evening at the Village 

Hall. There are 2 tables in use so if you are 

interested in joining the fun and energetic 

sessions, please contact Gill Parker 850549 for 

more information. 

 

 

Young farmers 

 

If you would like any information relating to the 

Young Farmers and their planned events and 

activities, please contact Sandra Gregory 07594 

487220. 

 

The next meeting is planned for the evening of 

Thursday 4th November at the Village Hall. 

 

 

Village Hall Cleaning  

As we start to gradually re-open the Village Hall 

again, we are looking for volunteers to help with 

a late summer spring clean. The plan is to divide 

the cleaning tasks into packages to avoid the need 

for us all to be there at once.  

Cleaning products will be provided. 

If you are interested in helping, please let us 

know by e-mailing 

on eastdownnews@yahoo.com. 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fclipart-library.com%2Fnewimages%2Fbook-clip-art-24.png&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fclipart-library.com%2Fbook-clip-art.html&docid=piDAq9MOIr2WOM&tbnid=yTZKaKWNXIB7UM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwiyyuWi2r_lAhVeAWMBHSSVA3kQMwjGAShUMFQ..i&w=1536&h=1323&bih=655&biw=1366&q=cartoon%20pile%20of%20books&ved=0ahUKEwiyyuWi2r_lAhVeAWMBHSSVA3kQMwjGAShUMFQ&iact=mrc&uact=8
mailto:tiverton.mobile@librariesunlimited.org.uk
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=cartoon+feather+duster&id=49C8271E5EB0CAE9A27522DB9612A5034A8EA2F0&FORM=IQFRBA
mailto:eastdownnews@yahoo.com
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November events in other parishes  

 

KENTISBURY GARDENING GROUP 

        ALL WELCOME 

 

An informal social gardening group for those who 

enjoy practical gardening and sharing gardening 

skills and ideas.  

 

This month’s meeting is “HOW TO PRUNE 

ROSES”. 

Get ready to prune your roses this winter by 

coming along to Jo's rose pruning demonstration.  

 

Pick up some general rose pruning and rose care 

tips and prune your roses with confidence!  

 

Only £3 subs payable on the day. 

 

Tuesday 2nd November at Preston House, 

Kentisbury EX31 4NH 2.00 p.m. to 4.00 p.m. 

 

Please use the Kentisbury turn opposite A&B 

Contractors. Follow the lane until you see the 

sign for Preston House.   

 

Best Wishes Jenny Burnett 
  

 

 

Loxhore 

There will be a village Bonfire Night at 

the Loxhore Village Hall on Friday 5th 

November at 6.30 p.m. Burgers and 

sausages will be available, bring your own 

drinks. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

The Newsletter    

If you would like to send a photograph or an 

article or just share a message within the parishes 

of East Down and Arlington, we would love to 

hear from you. You can contact us, Mike and 

Sally at eastdownnews@yahoo.com 

  

To receive a copy of this newsletter by email 

please contact us on the same address. All 

addresses are blind copied so your details will 

remain private. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fpreviews.123rf.com%2Fimages%2Fantonbrand%2Fantonbrand1104%2Fantonbrand110400322%2F9403558-cartoon-gardener-with-pot-plant-isolated-on-white.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.123rf.com%2Fphoto_9403558_cartoon-gardener-with-pot-plant-isolated-on-white.html&docid=RmadCt8ero6r_M&tbnid=eAGFtPw08ifypM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwi0zej0hfbkAhVPUBUIHcHOBGkQMwhyKAUwBQ..i&w=1300&h=1300&bih=689&biw=1438&q=gardener&ved=0ahUKEwi0zej0hfbkAhVPUBUIHcHOBGkQMwhyKAUwBQ&iact=mrc&uact=8
mailto:eastdownnews@yahoo.com
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Saturday 6th November 
 

Moscow Drug Club  

at Parracombe Village Hall 
 

Combining their original material with songs by 

the likes of Jaques Brel, Tom Waits, Leonard 

Cohen & Eartha Kitt. Moscow Drug Club deliver 

an intoxicating & intimate musical experience.  

 

This one falls into the “not to be missed” category 

having sold out when appearing at Parracombe in 

2017 and also during the last Appledore Book 

Festival. 

Another Beaford success! 

 

To reserve your place please ring 01598 763679  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Lynton Cinema 
 

The Lynton cinema is very much back up and 

running again. If you haven’t had chance to visit 

this quaint old single screen cinema, you really 

are in for a treat. 

 

 
 

Friday 29th October (7 days) 8.00 p.m. plus 

matinees 

QUANT (12A) - The life and legacy of a fashion 

icon. 

 

Friday 5th November (3days) 8.00 p.m. plus a 

matinee 

ON HER MAJESTY’S SECRET SERVICE (PG) 

- George Lazenby is 007 James Bond 

 

Monday 8th November (4 days) 8.00 p.m. plus 

a matinee 

THE LAST BUS (12A) - Timothy Spall is back 

by popular demand. 

 

Friday 12th November (14 days) 8.00 p.m. plus 

matinees 

SPENCER (15) - The story of Diana’s fateful 

final days. 

 

Friday 26th November (14 days) 8.00 p.m. plus 

matinees 

GHOSTBUSTERS : AFTERLIFE (12A) - A 

family discover their connection to the original 

ghostbusters. 

 

Check on line for further details and ring 01598 

753397 to make your reservations. 
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Local Businesses 

Please remember when visiting to wear your face 

coverings and look out for any local rules that 

may be in place. 

Besshill farm shop  

01271 850311. besshillfarmshop.co.uk 

The Farm Shop remains open and is operating as 
usual. 

For latest news, please see our Facebook page 
and website. 

We look forward to seeing you all,  

The Besshill Team. 

Charlie Dixon 

Counselling & 
Psychotherapy 

Approachable, relaxed counsellor providing 
reassuring support & solutions to your 

problems. 

Based in Kentisbury, offering flexible 
appointments, including evenings. 

Free introductory appointment. 

Please get in touch to discuss how I can help 
you on: 

07870 281356 

charliedixoncounselling@hotmail.com 

www.charliedixoncounselling.co.uk 

 

 

Sandpark Service Station 

Opening hours: 

The Post Office and shop are open Monday to 

Saturday 8.30 a.m. to 1.00 p.m. 

Closed on Sunday  

For further information, call Will Camp on 01271 

883320.  

 

Pyne Arms 01271 850055. 

Monday and Tuesday         Closed 

Wednesday to Saturday      5.00 p.m. to 10.00 p.m. 

 Sunday                               12 noon to 8.00 p.m. 

 

The Pyne Arms continues to be very popular and 

advance booking for meals is recommended. 

Booking can now be made very easily online 

through ResDiary. There is a "book a table" 

button on the website, it is very quick and easy. 

 

Last year the pub rolled out a very successful 

“Christmas Home Box” and the team have just 

released their menu for xmas 2021. Everything is 

prepared for you and only a small amount of 

home cooking is required. Less stress and more 

time to enjoy yourselves. If you are interested, 

please check out Facebook or the website for 

more information. 

 

THE PYNE ARMS  Christmas at home 

 

A Christmas dinner made simple, no stress, just 

pre order &collect Christmas Eve 

All prepared for you by us. 

 

£50 per person  /  kids (under 10) £30 

 

Leek & Whyke Farm cheddar tartlet, Jerusalem 

artichoke velouté,  artichoke crisp, chive 

Westland Farm pork terrine, celeriac remoulade, 

spiced tomato chutney, our focaccia 

 

******* 

 

Free range turkey breast & our own stuffing 

Spiced lentil & chickpea loaf, vegetable stuffing 

 

Or 

 

Ox cheek cooked in Exmoor Ale (£5 supplement) 

 

All above comes with honey glazed parsnip and 

carrot / Brussel sprouts, onion jam and chestnuts / 

pickled red cabbage / roast potatoes / gravy 

 

******** 

Christmas pudding, brandy sauce 

Chocolate torte 

Lemon & clementine tart 

 

******** 

 

Home-made truffles 

http://besshillfarmshop.co.uk/
mailto:charliedixoncounselling@hotmail.com
http://www.charliedixoncounselling.co.uk/

