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Off to school 

  

 

 

Eva Kift, aged 4 off for her first day at 

Kentisbury Primary School. The lucky little lady 

already has big brother Parker there to help her 

settle in. 

  

 

It was also another ‘first day’ for Zara King who 

was starting her secondary school at Pilton. Good 

luck to all, work hard and have fun! 

  

 

 

Regular Events in October 

Coffee Shop Thursday 3rd October 

10.30 a.m. to 12.00 noon   

Hosted by Alex Caley and Linda Watt 

YFC Meeting Tuesday 1st October at 7.00 p.m. 

Contact Amanda Smyth 850808 

Parish Council Meeting: Monday 21st October 

at 7.30 p.m. Contact Margaret Done 850432 

Village Hall AGM: Monday 28th October at 7.00 

p.m. Contact Rod Crossman 850704. 

 

The Village Hall 

Please make any booking requests through Ray 

Thomas on 02171 850464 or  

ray@west-gate.co.uk 
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Church Information 

 

Flower and Church Cleaning Rota East Down 

 

Jill and John Parker 29th – 6th October 

Alex Caley                  13th – 20th October 

Pat and Peter Bunch    27th – 3rd November 

 

Village Hall Cleaning Rota 

October – Lesley and Adrian Wyatt 

Halloween Bingo 

 

East Down Village Hall 

Saturday 26th October 

Doors open 6.30 p.m. Eyes down 7.00 p.m. 

Adults £5.00 a book, children £3.00 a book. 

Tea, coffee, squash and cake included or for 

those so inclined, bring your own tipple. 

Lovely prizes for a line, 2 lines or a full house. 

The Pyne Arms 

October Opening Times 

 

Monday   Closed all day 

 

Tues – Friday 12.00 noon to 3.00 p.m.  

  (food served noon to 2.30 p.m.) 

   5.00 p.m. to close  

  (food served 6.00 p.m. to 8.30 p.m.) 

 

Saturday  12.00 noon to close  

  (food served noon to 2.30 p.m.) 

  (food served 6.00 p.m. to 8.30 p.m.) 

 

Sunday  12.00 noon to close  

  (food served noon to 7.00 p.m.) 

 

See Facebook for any special events or changes to 

times.  For further information, including menus, visit 

www.pynearms.co.uk 

 

 

 

Regular Weekly Village Hall Activities 

Senior Keep Fit:  

Monday 10-11am Carol Thomas 850464 

Table Tennis:  

Tuesday 7pm Jill Parker 850549 

Art Group:  

Wednesday 2-4pm Margaret Smith 850727 

Intensive Fitness:  

Wednesday 6-7pm John Denyer 07402 920720 

Short Mat Bowls:  

Thursday 2-4pm Rod Crossman 850704 

Yoga:  

Plans in place to re-commence in October Ali 

Crossman 07762 056514 

 

September Coffee Shop   

The hosting of September’s coffee morning 

was placed in the very capable hands of Liz 

Smyth and Jill Parker. In keeping with the 

recent trend, we had a fantastic turnout to 

enjoy the wonderful selection of cakes and 

savouries (thanks for all those who brought 

along food) served with freshly brewed coffee 

and tea. With three lots of sausage rolls and at 

least three types of sandwiches supporting the 

mouth-watering cakes, it is only a matter of 

time before we are number 1 on trip advisor!! 

Despite the large attendance, our two nimble 

footed hostesses kept everybody “topped up” 

and the buzz of chat rolled on into the early 

afternoon … actually nobody wanted to leave 

“come on you lot, drink up, haven’t you got 

homes to go to ??” springs to mind. 

This month’s 100 club prizes were scooped by 

Anne Young (1st) and Martin Kemp (2nd) 

and the coffee morning itself raised an 

impressive £74 (the most this year.....well 

done girls !!). Thanks to everybody's 

continued support and donations we have now 

raised over £500 in 2019. 

 

 The Newsletter 

If you would like to send a photograph or an 

article for an event you have recently attended 

or you want to share a message or future event 

within the parishes of East Down and Arlington 

and surrounding villages please let us know by 

the 20th of each month.   Mike or Sally on 

01271 889051or by e-mail 

corfield790@btinternet.com 
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East Down with Arlington  

Harvest Thanksgiving 

 

It was gratifying to welcome a number of East 

Down and Arlington Farmers and their families in 

the congregation for the well supported service on 

Sunday 15th September.  Rev Rosie took the 

service with June Tamlyn at the organ for the 

usual stirring harvest hymns plus a children’s 

hymn for the younger ones present. 

The church was well decorated with produce for 

the occasion which was afterwards transported to 

the North Devon against Domestic Abuse 

Charity, who in view of the copious quantity 

provided will be sharing the surplus with the 

Freedom Centre. The generous collection was 

donated to the diocese of Thika in Kenya which 

Rev Rosie has visited and seen for herself how it 

will be used to help provide clean and 

consistent water supplies. 

 

                       

        Happy Anniversary – The Pyne Arms 

On Saturday 28th September the Pyne Arms 

celebrated its 7th anniversary under the ownership 

of Amie and Ellis. In a year when the pub picked 

up the prestigious award as Trencherman Best 

Dining Pub in the South West, the day was 

celebrated with a Mexican themed tapas evening. 

Fully booked with 65 people turning out in the 

torrential rain, it was an evening to remember. 

The pub and staff were decked out in a Mexican 

theme and guests were treated to a delicious 7 

course Mexican tapas menu. 

Well done guy’s and here’s to at least the next 7 

years!! 

 

         

           Barnstaple Inner Wheel Club 

 

On the 14th September, the Village Hall held an 

Inner Wheel Bridge Day hosted by this year’s 

President Pat Bunch. The day proved to be very 

popular being supported by 44 players from 

around the Barnstaple area, many of whom were 

newcomers to our Village Hall. All were 

complimentary about the facilities and several 

early arrivals took the opportunity to visit the 

Church which was looking wonderful in its 

readiness for the following day’s Harvest Festival 

service.  

The afternoon was the very picture of 

concentration; more collective brain power than 

an average day at Bletchley Park, punctuated by 

some rather splendid food and drink. Due to the 

generosity of those attending, It proved to be a 

successful day making a profit of £621 which is 

to be donated to Devon Freewheelers; volunteer 

Bikers who deliver blood all over Devon for the 

NHS so that it is swiftly in the right place at the 

right time......you never know when you might be 

thankful to them !!  

By kind permission of the East Down Village 

Hall Trustees the hall was free of charge for this 

event, which enabled Inner Wheel to pass over all 

proceeds to the charity. 
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Mobile Library 

 

Well it is getting that time of year again when the 

nights are drawing in and it feels like you should 

be curling up in front of a warm fire with a good 

book and a tipple of your choice (personally I go 

for a pot of tea but do concede that other 

beverages are available !!).  

 

Did you know that East Down is served by a 

fantastic mobile library, packed full of DVD’s, 

CD’s, audio books and good old-fashioned books 

of all shapes, sizes and topics (including large 

print)? 

 

The library is driven and managed by Kate who is 

one of the friendliest, most helpful and 

knowledgeable people you are likely to meet.  

 

 
 

Kate visits the Pyne Arms carpark for half an 

hour, once a month between 10.15a.m. and 10.45 

a.m.  

Next dates, 

Tuesday October 8th 

Tuesday November 5th 

Tuesday December 3rd 

If you miss the East Down slot, the library moves 

straight on to Kentisbury Village Hall for half an 

hour so it is not the end of the world if you are 

over running a tad and miss the East Down visit. 

 

On a warm autumn morning, your 2 roving 

reporters took a trip down memory lane and 

visited the library to see what it is all about. 

 

After an enthusiastic greeting, your first task is to 

obtain a mobile library card which takes 2 

minutes of form filling and then you are 

presented immediately with your shiny new 

membership card (choice of colour available).  

 

The card is instantly activated so you are able to 

borrow books straight away. Because the library 

visits once a month, a mobile book loan lasts for 

4 weeks (rather than the usual 3) and hey, bonus, 

there are no late return penalties. Your mobile 

card can be used in conjunction with your main 

library card so books can be returned at either the 

main Barnstaple library or the mobile store. 

To encourage the younger folk, the library is part 

of the booktrack for school children and also 

Bears reading adventure for pre-school (sticker 

book included). 

 

Why not pop along and pay Kate a visit? It’s an 

ideal opportunity to support one of our fantastic 

local services and no need to wait for buses to 

Barnstaple or pay for parking; you’ll even get 

chance to admire Kate’s fantastic collection of re-

cycled crisp packets! 

 

East Down Parish Website 

There is a lot of information about the village and 

its history, Parish Council information, details of 

footpaths and walks in the Parish, and much more 

on our website: www.eastdownparish.co.uk 

 

Yoga Classes 

After a brief summer break, we are looking to re-

commence the Yoga classes in the Village Hall. 

The classes are suitable for everybody regardless 

of age or ability; care and attention will be made 

to individual needs by our experienced teacher. 

If you want to improve your strength, flexibility, 

mental focus, breathing and relaxation (or just 

fancy getting a bit more bendy) please contact Ali 

on 07762 056514 or Rod on 850704. 
 

 

Free to a good home 

Following a mid-year bout of Village Hall spring 

cleaning, thank you to persons various, we have 

some items which are surplus to requirements. 

 

• 50 tea cups 

• Box of approximately 200 plastic picnic 

knives, forks and spoons. 

 

If you are interested in either, both or part of 

these items please contact Mike and Sally 889051 

to arrange collection from the Village Hall.  

 

http://www.eastdownparish.co.uk/
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October events in other parishes 

   

Kentisbury    

KENTISBURY GARDENING GROUP 

        ALL WELCOME 

 

An informal social gardening group for those who 

enjoy practical gardening and sharing gardening 

skills and ideas.  

On a lovely warm September afternoon, Angie 

and Val welcomed the Kentisbury Gardening 

Group to their gardens in Brendon.  

Following a walk around their gardens, the group 

considered some factors involved in placing 

plants. It’s very challenging to find the right plant 

for a specific place and function but Angie and 

Val gave excellent advice and were very generous 

in sharing their triumphs as well as providing 

delicious cakes!   

 

The group will next meet on the 9th October 

2.00-4.00 p.m. at South Hill House, Parracombe, 

EX31 4PE. This month’s topic will be 

composting. 

 

For more information contact Jenny on 01271 

883175 or jenny_burnett@outlook.com 

 

Kentisbury Harvest Festival  

And Supper 

 

 

This Year’s Harvest Festival will be held at St 

Thomas’s Church, Kentisbury on Sunday 6th 

October 2019 at 6.00 p.m. The service will be 

followed by a 2-course supper at the Village Hall 

in Kentisbury 7.00 p.m. for 7.30 p.m. 

 

Adults £7.50. -  Bring you own drinks. 

 

Auction of produce will follow supper in aid of St 

Thomas’s Church and Kentisbury W.I. 

Booking essential, contact Viviane 01271 882487 

for tickets. 

 

Loxhore Village Hall 

Quiz  Saturday 12th October  

 

Shirwell  

Quiz   Saturday 5th October 7.00 p.m. for 

7.30 p.m. start. £7.50 per person, teams of 6, 

supper included: contact Linda Campbell: 01271 

850175 

 

Parracombe  

Theatre at Parracombe 

On Friday 1st November the Parracombe Village 

Hall will be hosting another entertaining theatre 

experience supported by Beaford Arts. This 

month’s presentation is “The Man Who Planted 

Trees”, a heart-warming family puppet theatre 

telling the inspiring story of a shepherd who 

transforms a baron wasteland into a Forest. 

Receiving glowing reviews from the Guardian, 

this is certainly not one to be missed. 

7.00 p.m. (doors 6.30 p.m.). Tickets £10, £5 

under 16’s, £22.50 family (2 adults, 2 under 

16’s). Licensed bar. Tickets are going fast so 

contact 01598 763679 to reserve your places. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Future events in other parishes 

Loxhore 

Bon Fire Saturday 2nd November 

 

Shirwell 

Supper Evening November £17.50 p.p. Please 

call Lynn Campbell on 01271 850175 to book. 

 

Christmas Musical Evening Saturday 7th 

December 7.00 p.m. glass of Mulled Wine on 

arrival, Soup followed by Coffee and a Mince Pie 

£7.50 per person and a raffle. Please call Lynn 

Campbell on 01271 850175 to book. 

 

 

Future events in East Down / Arlington   

 

60’s/70’s/80’s Disco Saturday 30th November 

Please note the revised date.  

Exmoor Carollers Sunday 8th December 
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Moving to East Down 

Hi! 

My name is Olive and I have recently moved into 

Stonecombe, you know the place, next door to 

little Nipper. I was a bit sad about leaving our old 

house on Exmoor because I had lived there my 

whole life (I am eight) and I loved all the long 

walks, the rivers, the woods and the pheasants.  

But thankfully there seems to be a lot of walks 

here too and we have been exploring the woods, 

fields, streams and ponds and there are even some 

pheasants so I am very happy. I am getting good 

at clambering over or under stiles; we didn’t have 

many stiles on Exmoor, mostly gates so all the 

horses could get through. Luckily, I’m very agile! 

 

What I have really enjoyed since moving to our 

new house has been meeting a lot of new friends. 

As I said Nipper lives next door and even though 

he’s almost twice as old as me he is very agile too 

and often sneaks in to visit me. We like to roll 

around on the lawn together when it’s sunny but 

he only stays until he sees his dad Dennis heading 

off in his gator. Nipper loves to ride in that gator. 

Another sneaky visitor is Nellie. I don’t know 

how she gets here but suddenly she appears in my 

garden, creeping along on her belly and then 

rolling over on her back. We chase about a bit 

before she gets called back by her owners. I don’t 

think Sally & Mike like her escaping to come and 

see me. 

When we walk in the fields near Mattocks Down, 

I often meet Bruce; I think he’s the biggest friend 

I’ve ever made. He runs towards me superfast but 

he’s not scary at all, I told him off the first time 

we met and that seems to have let him know that 

size isn’t everything and now we chase around 

when we meet. 

I first met Sandy at Northcote a few months ago 

when we came here for a walk to check that there 

were plenty of places for me to have long walks 

before we moved here. He’s a bit barky when we 

walk through his garden but that’s OK, I’m very 

barky when anyone walks past my garden so I 

understand, it’s important to let dogs and people 

know that you own the place. Apparently Sandy 

chases sheep given the chance (so he is on a lead) 

but I’ve never understood the attraction of sheep, 

I’m not interested in them in the slightest and 

actually give them a wide berth because they can 

be a bit scary! 

 

Nala and her new puppy friend walk past my gate 

quite often and I do make a lot of noise for which 

I can only apologise, I’m only noisy through a 

gate, never when I meet dogs properly. I haven’t 

had chance to have a real romp around with them 

yet but hopefully I will soon. 

 

I once met the collie and spaniel from Ford Farm 

who followed us a long way on our walk but that 

was before we actually moved here and I haven’t 

seen them since but I’m sure I will. 

 

My best human friend here is Bob. He lives next 

door with Janet and they haven’t got a dog 

anymore so Bob kindly comes around to let me 

out in the garden when my humans, Rachel & 

Nick are at work. Sometimes me and Bob go for 

long walks and sometimes we just sit and chat. 

I have always had other dogs to live with but my 

last brother Bobby died in August just before we 

moved so I was a bit lonely and that’s why I am 

so happy that Bob and Janet look after me 

sometimes. That’s also why I have just got a new 

brother! He’s called Ted and he’s four so he’s 

very playful and we romp around together a lot. 

He was never let off the lead by his old owners 

because he runs off and won’t come back but I’m 

hoping to teach him how to behave so we can 

explore the woods together and run free. He 

doesn’t like it when I go off without him! He 

loves swimming though so we swim in Dennis’s 

pond sometimes. The only problem with Ted is 

that he brought his cat Luna with him and I have 

never lived with a cat before. Luckily, she’s very 

friendly (mostly) so I think it’s going to be OK, 

especially when she finally moves off the stairs 

so I can go up there again! She’ll be allowed 

outside soon which will make her happy. She’s 

black like me so if you ever find her looking a bit 

lost you know where she comes from! 

 
If I haven’t met you yet, I hope I soon will 

because there’s nothing I like more than meeting 

new people, I don’t even mind whether they have 

dogs. Bye.  
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