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Well Halloween is just around the corner, and at 

our cottage we are lucky to have a resident 

maternity roost of around 100 pipistrelle bats 

(yes, we have counted them). Rather than hanging 

upside down from the rafters, their chosen roost is 

in the roof sandwiched somewhere between the 

stone walls, roof tiles and bitumen felt.  

 

We don't really pay them much attention as they 

keep themselves to themselves but late on a 

summer’s evening it is rather nice to sit with a 

glass of wine (other non-alcoholic drinks are 

apparently available) and listen to their pre-flight 

"chittering" before they shoot out of a hole high 

in the chimney breast, ready for a nights foraging. 

 

During these summer months, the females form 

maternity colonies and have just a single pup 

each. They hibernate over winter, usually 

between November and April, but may come out 

to feed on warm days. 

 
 

Every now and again, we take a slightly greater 

interest. In July this year we stumbled across a 

youngster who it turned out, had fallen down our 

chimney whilst exploring. We tried the usual ploy 

of placing it on an outside, upstairs windowsill 

but unusually "she" was still there in the morning. 

We decided this baby bat may need more help 

and set off for North Devon Bat Care in Bishops 

Tawton with our juvenile safely secured inside a 

ventilated shoe box. Lesson number one, make 

sure the ventilation holes are small enough to 

avoid young adventurous bats from escaping into 

the footwell, twice! 

 

It turns out that mums carry their tiny pups in a 

membrane pouch whilst they feed but as they 

grow, leave them at the roost, returning 

frequently to feed them. This period between 

leaving mum and learning to fly is the danger 

period as youngsters may wander off to explore 

and get lost, or in our case join us on the foot 

stool to watch telly! On arrival we were informed 

that our baby bat "Connie" was very thin and  

 

 

 

 

undernourished but immediately took liquid from 

a pipette which was encouraging. We left her in 

safe care and according to the lovely lady who 

contacted us several weeks later, although she 

was a late flying developer, she is now with the 

other pups and coming along nicely at the trust. 

 

So, what to do if you find a bat during the day. 

 
Get in touch with the Devon Bat Trust 

immediately. Landline: - (01271) 314809 After 

hours (6.00 p.m.) please text - 07896338346 

 

DO NOT FEED BATS FRUIT OR STEAK. 

British wild bats are all insect eating if you want 

to give the bat something then water is essential 

but only in a small milk bottle lid as too much 

water is a risk to the bat. 

 

CATTED BAT NEED URGENT ATTENTION. 

If the bat has been attacked by a cat then bacteria 

from the cat’s mouth will be flooding into the 

bats body and without antibiotics they will not 

survive. Even with antibiotics it will be a tough 

battle for the bat. 

 

BABY BATS NEED URGENT ATTENTION. 

Baby bats dehydrate faster than adults and need 

specialist care to get them through 

 

Safely containing the bat - 

Get a box, with a well fitted lid, and add pencil 

size air holes (ice cream tubs work well) 

 

Using GLOVED hands, cover the bat in a small 

cotton cloth (or piece of t-shirt material or sock) 

and gentle lift it and place it in the box. 

 

Add a milk bottle lid of water to the box before 

securing the lid (dehydrated bats struggle to fly) 

 

Put the box in a safe place away from children 

and curious pets then call for help. 
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Following the fairly damp August, September 

turned out to be more autumnal with some 

warmer and brighter days proving a tonic to the 

soul.  

 
The apple trees are now all groaning under a 

fairly healthy crop and the gardeners amongst us 

are starting the general tidy up as the season 

draws to a close. Lots of colours to see in the 

trees and hedgerows and we are enjoying daily 

sightings of deer around the patch. 

September thankfully proved a very busy period 

for our local traders and as the tourists are 

departing, it would seem (fingers crossed) that the 

area has come through the summer with relatively 

low numbers of covid cases. As we move through 

Autumn it is important for everybody to remain 

vigilant and continue to look out for each other. 

Remember, a quick call to a friend or neighbour 

will be an extra tonic as the nights draw in. 

 

 

Mobile Library Service  

The mobile library service is very much back up 

and running and it is now possible to once more 

"board the bus" and select your own books. Kate 

is decked out with a visor and the bus has all the 

suitable Perspex safety features. 

If you haven’t signed up to the mobile library and 

you are still limiting your trips out, why not join 

for an easy and safe way to receive your books 

each month. It is really quick and straightforward, 

just contact the library service by 

email Tiverton.library@librariesunlimited.org.uk 

or calling 01884 244644 during their normal 

opening hours; they will happily talk you through 

the process. 

 

The next visiting date for your diary is between 

10.15am and 10.40am on Tuesday the 20th 

October. 

 

October 100 Club Draw 

We are pleased to announce that the 

October 100 club draw has taken place and 

can confirm that this month’s winner is 

Alan Lerwill and the runner up is Ralph 

Bowden. As usual the winnings have been 

distributed in a safe manner. We still have 

some spare numbers so if you fancy 

joining, for the sum of £12 a year you will 

be entered into our monthly draw with a 

first prize of £20 and £10 for runner up. 

All proceeds go towards the running of the 

Village Hall so a big thank you to 

everybody who takes part, providing a 

valuable source of income in these 

difficult times. For more information, 

please contact Rod Crossman 850704 

or rodcrossman@hotmail.co.uk 

 

East Down Village Hall 

 

Throughout the pandemic the Village Hall has 

remained closed but we have continued a general 

maintenance regime to ensure it has remained 

secure and that all the services are operational. 

 

You may recall earlier in the year that we 

launched the East Down Parish Emergency Plan 

which was circulated to all Parish residents.  

 

 
 

In the plan, the Village Hall is identified with the 

Emergency Services as a key location to be used 

as a place of safety in the event of a major 

incident.  

In support of the Emergency Plan, we have 

commenced a risk assessment to introduce 

procedures which will allow the Hall to be used 

safely in the event of such an emergency or, 

moving forward, as we start to re-commence 

activities.  

Once the plans have been implemented, we will 

issue a separate communication confirming what 

steps have been taken. 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fclipart-library.com%2Fnewimages%2Fbook-clip-art-24.png&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fclipart-library.com%2Fbook-clip-art.html&docid=piDAq9MOIr2WOM&tbnid=yTZKaKWNXIB7UM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwiyyuWi2r_lAhVeAWMBHSSVA3kQMwjGAShUMFQ..i&w=1536&h=1323&bih=655&biw=1366&q=cartoon%20pile%20of%20books&ved=0ahUKEwiyyuWi2r_lAhVeAWMBHSSVA3kQMwjGAShUMFQ&iact=mrc&uact=8
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The Sweetings Charity 
 

The Sweetings Charity originates from a Gift of 

Property to the parishes of East Down and 

Arlington by former Vicar Revd Trevelyan 

Sweeting. It uses grants to assist solely the 

organisations and residents of these two villages 

in charitable and religious activities and 

endeavours. 

 

With new school and university terms now 

underway, the Sweetings Charity is once again 

offering youngsters from the villages of East 

Down and Arlington financial assistance to 

acquire books for study purposes.  

 

For further information on the book purchase 

offer or anything related to the Sweetings 

Charity, please contact James Stout 01271 

850457 or Ray Thomas 01271 850464 

 

 

East Down Church 
 

On the afternoon of Sunday 20th September, a 

simple Harvest Festival Service was held at East 

Down Church. This was the first Service since the 

lockdown started and despite worries around the 

virus, a congregation of 10 people gathered at the 

Church. 

The service was thoroughly enjoyable, finishing 

off outside thanks to the good weather. Following 

the service, everybody stayed on for a socially 

distanced chat, enjoying the selection of biscuits 

and sandwiches. 

Many thanks to Liz Kempf and Linda Watt for 

reading the lessons and to the Rev Rosie for the 

very appropriate and thoughtful prayers for the 

farming community and beyond. 

The efforts of the many volunteers who helped to 

clean and decorate the Church are much 

appreciated as were the contributions of freshly 

picked vegetables/fruit and the tasty looking jars 

of jams and chutneys. All the produce will be 

delivered to the "Women's Refuge" who are 

always very grateful. 

It is intended to hold a Holy Communion service 

at East Down on the 18th October at 11.15am, all 

welcome. Unfortunately, Arlington Church 

remains closed until further notice. 

Julie Kift 

NHS Test and Trace 
 

As part of the government’s coordinated response 

to Coronavirus, NHS Test and Trace has 

developed the new NHS COVID-19 app. 

 

It is now available for download to all residents 

of England and Wales. We strongly recommend 

that everyone over the age of 16 downloads and 

uses it. 

The app will help you to understand and manage 

your personal risk and reduce the spread of 

Coronavirus. The more people who use it, the 

more effective it will be. 

 

The app requires operating system 13.5 or above 

if you have an Apple iPhone. It requires Android 

6.0 or above if you have an Android phone. If 

your smartphone is not compatible, you can still 

access full support from the NHS Test and Trace 

service. 

Source: NHS 

 

What3words 
 

You may have recently seen "what3words" in the 

news and/or some adverts on Channel 4. 

 

Just over 80% of emergency services in the UK 

now use "what3words" and it has helped to locate 

over 4000 incidents since it was introduced. 

 

The system has given every 3m square in the 

world a unique identifier made of 3 words - 

making the exact location of an accident or 

incident very easy to share. For example , 

///tortoises.swarm.announce will take you to a 

precise location on Ben Nevis where, in Feb 

2020, a group of hikers were rescued. 

 

You can find a full list of those services that 

accept what3words 

here: https://what3words.com/news/emergency/th

ree-words-for-a-faster-emergency-response. Your 

community could also use what3words to report 

incidents with organisations like National Grid, 

Network Rail and the Environmental 

Agency: https://what3words.com/report-incident-

locations-efficiently. 

The app is totally free to download and use and 

can be downloaded to iOS or Android devices. 

 

https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwhat3words.com%2Fnews%2Femergency%2Fthree-words-for-a-faster-emergency-response&data=02%7C01%7C%7C3e3d123150ff423921b208d84b4f8d70%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637342152323727492&sdata=m6r0h5iPm6Ty8sKv6rOGIAW9QXRTQKk7pzqArDtY3jQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwhat3words.com%2Fnews%2Femergency%2Fthree-words-for-a-faster-emergency-response&data=02%7C01%7C%7C3e3d123150ff423921b208d84b4f8d70%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637342152323727492&sdata=m6r0h5iPm6Ty8sKv6rOGIAW9QXRTQKk7pzqArDtY3jQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwhat3words.com%2Freport-incident-locations-efficiently&data=02%7C01%7C%7C3e3d123150ff423921b208d84b4f8d70%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637342152323737486&sdata=HZnJ72xwRqIvEOeMdF%2Ff%2FX8MFRjmzraeTpN%2Fmmoru4s%3D&reserved=0
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwhat3words.com%2Freport-incident-locations-efficiently&data=02%7C01%7C%7C3e3d123150ff423921b208d84b4f8d70%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637342152323737486&sdata=HZnJ72xwRqIvEOeMdF%2Ff%2FX8MFRjmzraeTpN%2Fmmoru4s%3D&reserved=0
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Local Businesses 

Our three local businesses continue to provide 

support through the crisis. 

 

Pyne Arms 

 

The Pyne Arms continues to be very busy both in 

the pub and through the takeaway service.  

 

In line with Government guidelines, new 

measures have been introduced to ensure 

everybody's wellbeing so please feel free to pop 

in for either a meal or drink.  

 

The takeaway service continues to cover both 

Friday and Saturday evenings, the menu can be 

found on Facebook each week.  

 

The Pyne will continue to be open for normal 

business (closed Mondays) but will not be 

serving midweek lunches. For more information 

on opening times or to look at the latest menus, 

check out Facebook or give the guys a ring on 

01271 850055. 

 

Ellis commented on the 28th September "8 years 

ago today we embarked on a journey that we 

didn’t know the route of. So many downs and 

some incredible ups! We’ve been lucky enough to 

win a couple of awards, Taste Of The West Gold 

twice, Devon Life pub of the year, Trencherman’s 

Guide dining pub of the year, finalists in Food 

Magazine reader awards and also a finalist in the 

Great British Pub Awards for business continuity 

during lockdown. With these uncertain times I 

hope we can still be here for a further 8 years. 

From Amie and myself we would like to thank all 

our customers for their support, we hope you all 

enjoy the Pyne Arms and thank you to the staff, 

we couldn’t do this without you" 

 

 

 

Sandpark Service Station 

“Camps” are offering deliveries to the elderly and 

vulnerable. 

Call Will Camp on 01271 883320. Opening 

hours: 

• Mon, Wed, Thurs and Fri 8.45am to 5.30pm • 

Tues and sat 8.45 to 1pm 

• Sun 10am to 12noon 

 

Besshill farm shop 

01271 850311. besshillfarmshop.co.uk 

For more information on opening times and 

availability of delivery services, please refer to 

the Facebook page. 

 

Charlie Dixon 

Counselling & 
Psychotherapy 

Approachable, relaxed counsellor providing 
reassuring support & solutions to your 

problems. 

Based in Kentisbury, offering flexible 
appointments, including evenings. 

Free introductory appointment. 

Please get in touch to discuss how I can help 
you on: 

07870 281356 

charliedixoncounselling@hotmail.com 

www.charliedixoncounselling.co.uk 

 

 

http://besshillfarmshop.co.uk/
mailto:charliedixoncounselling@hotmail.com

